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"For Jesus Christ I am prepared to suffer still more."  
St. Maximilian Kolbe 

Patron of St. Paul Street Evangelization 
To be an evangelist is to lay down our life for Jesus Christ 
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In 2012, St. Paul Street Evangelization (SPSE) was 
established precisely to respond to that call through a 
simple and non-confrontational approach to public 
evangelization of the Catholic Faith.  Since its inception in 
2012, SPSE has spread to over 100 locations in 3 countries 
and has been featured in or on the EWTN, EWTN Radio 
Network, Catholic Answers Live, Catholic Connection, Radio 
Maria, the Catholic Channel on Sirius Satellite Radio, 
Archangel Radio, LifeSiteNews, and more.  

Establishing your own local team is a simple process but 
one that you need to carefully discern. Our national office 
will assist you through each step. 

Parish & Diocesan Team Contact Person: 
Adam Janke, Program Director 
St. Paul Street Evangelization 

adam@streetevangelization.com 
517.455.5592 

 
 

                                                                         www.streetevangelization.com 

“The moment has come to commit all of the Church’s 
energies to a new evangelization … no believer in Christ, 
no institution of the Church can avoid this supreme duty: 
to proclaim Christ to all peoples.”  

Blessed Pope John Paul II in Remptoris Missio 
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About St. Paul Street Evangelization 
 
 

“Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious…What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made 

the world and everything in it, being the Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in shrines made by man…he himself gives to all men life and breath and 

everything…In him we live and move and have our being.”  

St. Paul preaches to the Athenians (Acts 17:22-28) 

 

St. Paul Street Evangelization (SPSE) is a grassroots, non-profit organization, dedicated to 

responding to the mandate of Jesus to preach the Gospel to all nations by taking the 

Catholic Faith to the streets. Christ’s call to 

evangelize was made to every Catholic Christian, 

and the Second Vatican Council reiterated this 

need, urging each of the baptized to bring the 

Gospel, found fully in the Catholic Church, to a 

culture that has largely reverted to paganism. As 

an on-the-street Catholic evangelization 

organization, St. Paul Street Evangelization 

provides an avenue for people to share the 

Person of Jesus Christ and the truth and beauty of 

the Catholic Faith with a hungry culture.  

 

Founded in May 2012, St. Paul Street 

Evangelization provides the tools and resources 

for Catholics to engage the culture in a simple, non-confrontational method of 

evangelization which involves making themselves available to the public to answer 

questions about the faith and to pray with those who request it. SPSE has had tremendous 

growth and now has teams throughout the United States and even internationally, such as 

in the Philippines and Australia.  

 

But a person might ask, “How can lay people evangelize so publicly? Isn’t that the job of 

priests and bishops?” The Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “Lay people also fulfill 

their prophetic mission by evangelization, ‘that is, the proclamation of Christ by word and 

the testimony of life.’ For lay people, ‘this evangelization acquires a specific property and 

peculiar efficacy because it is accomplished in the ordinary circumstances of the world’” 

(CCC 905). As a lay organization, St. Paul Street Evangelization works in fidelity and 

obedience to the Catholic Church and her Magisterium.  
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Praise for St. Paul Street Evangelization 
 

Most Reverand Allen H. Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit: “One of the new methods [of 

evangelization] I would like to recommend is the work of St. Paul Street Evangelization … I, 

having personally participated in their work of street evangelization, enthusiastically endorse 

this group … I encourage you to join me in offering your prayers and support for this 

organization.” 

The Most Reverend Earl A Boyea, Bishop of Lansing: “It is always good to acclaim the zeal and 

energy and faith of those who wish to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all 

responsible for announcing that Gospel. One group which is doing this work quite forthrightly in 

the world is the St. Paul Street Evangelization. ” 

Most Reverend Thomas J. Rodi, Archbishop of Mobile, AL: ”I am happy to provide you with 

this letter of commendation for St. Paul Street Evangelization … In this Year of Faith, and having 

been called to foster the New Evangelization, it is my hope that your organization will bring 

many to the love of Jesus Christ and His Church.” 

Steve Ray: “Street evangelism is as old as the gospel itself. The Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ 

were the first street preachers announcing the good news of salvation and the Church in the 

streets of the Roman Empire. This tradition was practiced by the great saints throughout history 

and is alive again with and spreading across the globe. The faithful Catholics who make up St. 

Paul Street Evangelism live up to their name. Support them, follow them, join them!” 

 

We answered what we think, and now know, was a sincere call from that same Holy Spirit, to 

attend an outreach program to train us to go out and proclaim the good news of salvation of 

Jesus Christ through the JOYFUL proclamation of the KERYGMA. As you guys so skillfully 

presented to us that, as you told us what Pope John Paul II said: “The moment has come and is 

here NOW!”, it is on us to go out and present what we have been enlisted to do by our 

commitment to the new evangelization. I personally hope that I am up to the challenge to go 

out and do what I suspect was very hard for you to do for the very first time. THANK YOU and 

all who helped put on the training program at Sacred Heart Seminary.” – BET Participant  
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Basic Evangelization Training: Mission, Goals, & Overview 
 

Mission 
The mission of St. Paul Street Evangelization is to work with God for 
the conversion of the whole world to Jesus Christ in His Church. 
 
Training Overview 
The schedule may change based on our group dynamics. We may need to spend more or less 
time in particular areas of study or group exercises. The goal is to get through all of the material 
by the end of our time together so everyone can receive basic certification. Basic certification 
standards are approved by the national Board of Directors. We will be taking breaks throughout 
both days, attending daily Mass, and will have an hour for lunch. If you feel you need to get up 
and take a break at any time, please do so. We encourage you to take notes. 
 
Sessions 
1. Opening Prayer 
2. Introduction to the New Evangelization Parts I & II 
3. Overview of the Thresholds 
4. Exercise 1: Thresholds of Discipleship 
5. Prayer of Consecration 
6. The Spiritual Life of the Evangelist 
7. Basic Etiquette for the Evangelist 
8. Exercise 2: Building Trust 
9. Sharing the Story of Salvation 
10. Exercise 3: Sharing the Story 
11. Exercise 4: Enthusiasm 
12. How to Share Your Testimony 
13. Exercise 5: Sharing Your Testimony 
14. Practical Apologetics Parts I & II 
15. Prayer & The Evangelist 
16. Exercise 6: Praying Out Loud 
17. Oath of Fidelity & Certification 
 
Goals & Objectives 

 To become competent in the language of the Church, 
especially in regards to the New Evangelization. 

 To be aware of our own discipleship, witness, and spirituality. 
 To learn how to effectively and quickly share the faith with 

those we meet and build trust. 
 To learn one minute answers to common Catholic questions 

and how to avoid heated debates. 
 To learn how to deal effectively with difficult situations. 
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Basic Evangelization Training - Opening Prayer 
 
Sign of the Cross 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 

Act of Contrition 

I CONFESS to almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned greatly in my 

thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, through my 

fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault. Therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-

Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our 

God. 

 

First Reading 

 

A reading from the book of Acts 

So Paul, standing in the middle of the Are-op’agus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in 

every way you are very religious. For as I passed along, and observed the objects of your 

worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, 

being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by man, nor is he served by 

human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all men life and breath 

and everything. And he made from one every nation of men to live on all the face of the earth, 

having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their habitation, that they should 

seek God, in the hope that they might feel after him and find him. Yet he is not far from each 

one of us, for ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your poets have 

said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that 

the Deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, a representation by the art and imagination of man. 

The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all men everywhere to repent, 

because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom 

he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all men by raising him from the dead.” 

Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked; but others said, “We will 

hear you again about this.” So Paul went out from among them. But some men joined him and 

believed, among them Dionys’ius the Are-op’agite and a woman named Dam’aris and others 

with them. (Acts 17:22-34) 

The Word of the Lord 
R. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Response   Psalm 96 
 
Response: Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song; 
    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 
    proclaim his salvation day after day. 
Declare his glory among the nations,  
    his marvelous deeds among all peoples. R 
 
For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 
    he is to be feared above all gods. 
For all the gods of the nations are idols, 
    but the Lord made the heavens. 
Splendor and majesty are before him; 
    strength and glory are in his sanctuary. R 
 
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
    let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 
Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; 
    let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 
Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, 
    he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness 
    and the peoples in his faithfulness. R 
 
Gospel 
 
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Leader:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 
All:   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
While the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he was standing by the lake of 
Gennes'aret. And he saw two boats by the lake; but the fishermen had gone out of them and 
were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put 
out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. And when he 
had ceased speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a 
catch." And Simon answered, "Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I 
will let down the nets." And when they had done this, they enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as 
their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come and help 
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them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord." For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch of fish which they had 
taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zeb'edee, who were partners with Simon. And 
Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men." And when they 
had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 
 
Leader:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 

 
 
The Evangelist’s Prayer 
Written by Father Charlie Fox 

 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
  
Set our hearts on fire with zeal for the Gospel, 
love for all people, 
and the desire for their salvation. 
  
Inspire us that we might proclaim the Gospel persuasively and with charity, 
giving witness with our words and our lives. 
  
Give us courage in proclaiming the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 
and the truth, beauty, and goodness of our Catholic faith. 
  
We beg you also to open the hearts of all people, 
helping them to know Your love and Your call to the fullness of life in Your Church. 
  
Through our holy patrons, Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Paul, 
we ask these graces for all the evangelists of St. Paul Street Evangelization, and we make this 
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
 

    

  



SPSE | 13  
 

   



SPSE | 14  
 

Session 1: Introduction to the New Evangelization 
 

Part 1 – Evangelization as Proclamation 

Evangelist means: 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Evangelization means:  

___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

Evangelization, the Proclamation of Jesus Christ 

“There is no true evangelization if the name, the teaching, the life, the promises, the 
kingdom and the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God are not proclaimed. The 
history of the Church, from the discourse of Peter on the morning of Pentecost onwards, 
has been intermingled and identified with the history of this proclamation. At every new 
phase of human history, the Church, constantly gripped by the desire to evangelize, has 
but one preoccupation: whom to send to proclaim the mystery of Jesus? In what way is 
this mystery to be proclaimed? How can one ensure that it will resound and reach all 
those who should hear it? This proclamation – kerygma, preaching or catechesis – 
occupies such an important place in evangelization that it has often become 

synonymous with it; and yet it is only one aspect of evangelization.” (Paul VI, EN 22) 

Reflection: 

1. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Evangelization, the Proclamation of the Kingdom 

According to Pope Paul VI: “As an evangelizer, Christ first of all proclaims a 
kingdom, the kingdom of God; and this is so important that, by comparison, 
everything else becomes “the rest,” which is “given in addition.” Only the 
kingdom therefore is absolute and it makes everything else relative. The Lord will 
delight in describing in many ways the happiness of belonging to this kingdom (a 
paradoxical happiness which is made up of things that the world rejects), the 
demands of the kingdom and its Magna Charta, the heralds of the kingdom, its 
mysteries, its children, the vigilance and fidelity demanded of whoever awaits its 
definitive coming.” (Paul VI, EN 8) 

Reflection: 

Four points to take away from here: 

1. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Evangelization, the Proclamation of Salvation 

 “As the kernel and center of His Good News, Christ proclaims salvation, this 
great gift of God which is liberation from everything that oppresses man but 
which is above all liberation from sin and the Evil One, in the joy of knowing 
God and being known by Him, of seeing Him, and of being given over to Him. 
All of this is begun during the life of Christ and definitively accomplished by His 
death and resurrection. But it must be patiently carried on during the course of 
history, in order to be realized fully on the day of the final coming of Christ, 
whose date is known to no one except the Father.” (Paul VI, EN 9) 
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Reflection: 

Four points on Evangelization as the proclamation of Salvation: 

1. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Evangelization, the Proclamation of Grace & Mercy 

This kingdom and this salvation, which are the key words of Jesus Christ’s 
evangelization, are available to every human being as grace and mercy, and yet 
at the same time each individual must gain them by force – they belong to the 
violent, says the Lord, through toil and suffering, through a life lived according to 
the Gospel, through abnegation and the cross, through the spirit of the 
beatitudes. But above all each individual gains them through a total interior 
renewal which the Gospel calls metanoia; it is a radical conversion, a profound 
change of mind and heart. (Paul VI, EN 10) 

Reflection: 

Four points on this quote: 

1. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 



SPSE | 17  
 

Evangelization, the Proclamation of Authenticity 

“For the Church, the first means of evangelization is the witness of an 

authentically Christian life, given over to God in a communion that nothing 

should destroy and at the same time given to one’s neighbor with limitless zeal. 

As we said recently to a group of lay people, “Modern man listens more willingly 

to witnesses than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they 

are witnesses.” St. Peter expressed this well when he held up the example of a 

reverent and chaste life that wins over even without a word those who refuse to 

obey the word.” (Paul VI, EN 41) 

Reflection: 

Four points to reflect on: 

1. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Here we see the Las Vegas team speaking to this 
young woman. A young woman was in despair 
and was going to commit suicide, but thanks be to 
God she saw the team out evangelizing and she 
realized that these Christian men could help her. 
(Her picture is blurred to protect her privacy.) She 
spoke with Paul and Ed for almost an hour, where 
they spoke to her, gave her encouraging words, 
and most of all they prayed with her. They gave 
her a Miraculous Medal and a Rosary. She was 
exceedingly thankful and said that she believed 
God put the team there for her that day. This is 
the second time in recent weeks that the Las 
Vegas team has (Providentially) provided life-
saving assistance to a troubled soul passing by - 
the prior instance was of a woman contemplating 
what seemed to be an abortion, but she didn’t go 
through with her decision after talking with the 
team. Sometimes, evangelizing is not only about 
spreading the Gospel, but about saving a life. Pray 
for the continued conversion of this woman and 
for the whole world. 
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Part 2 – The New Evangelization 

Now that you have some basic language for the New Evangelization we will talk about the 

history of the New Evangelization and the call of how to engage in the New Evangelization 

today. 

Historical Background to the New Evangelization 

1963 - Giovanni Montini is elected Pope Paul VI in June 1963. 

He becomes the first pope in history to make apostolic 

journeys to 6 other continents and is the most traveled pope 

in history up until Blessed John Paul II. He chooses the name 

“Paul” to reflect his desire to model his ministry after the 

ministry of St. Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles, and in order 

to renew the worldwide mission to spread the Gospel 

message of Jesus Christ. Two years after VII concluded he 

reorganized the Vatican Curia and changed the name of the 

Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith to the 

Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.  

1974 - In 1974 Paul VI wrote the apostolic exhortation 

Evangelii Nuntiandi or “Evangelization in the Modern World”. The mission? “Evangelization is in 

fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity, she exists in order to 

evangelize.” There is a primacy of witness to the faith. “Modern man listens more willingly to 

witnesses than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.” 

(41) 

1979 – Blessed John Paul II went on more than 100 apostolic journeys and traveled more than 

one million miles. John Paul II used the term New Evangelization for the first time in June 1979 

when he traveled his homeland in Poland. He used the phrase in reference to the people 

rediscovering their faith after communist rule. He recognized that this is what Poland needed 

for its own spiritual survival.  

1983 - The next time Blessed John Paul II uses the term the New Evangelization is in 1983 when 

he came to America. He announced that his intention was to foster the New Evangelization 

throughout the Americas and for the whole world. He stated that the New Evangelization 

would officially be launched in 1992 because it would mark the 500th anniversary of the 

founding of America and the evangelization of their peoples. The US, Brazil, and Mexico are 

now the most populace Catholic countries in the world. 
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1990 - In 1990, two years before the launch he publishes another key document in the New 

Evangelization called Redemtoris Missio and states that “I sense that the moment has come to 

commit all of the churches energies to the New Evangelization. No believer in Christ no 

institution of the Church can avoid this supreme duty to proclaim Christ to all peoples.” 

2010 - Cardinal Ratzinger picked up on the words of John Paul II and that the intention would 

be for the New Evangelization to be a long term project for the Church. In 2010 he wrote the 

Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini or the Word of God. He talks about the New 

Evangelization in terms of the number of people who still have not heard the Word of God and 

have had the power of the Gospel transform their lives. He states that “Many of our brothers 

and sisters are 'baptized, but insufficiently evangelized.' In a number of cases, nations once rich 

in faith and in vocations are losing their identity under the influence of a secularized culture. 

The need for a new evangelization, so deeply felt by my venerable Predecessor, must be 

valiantly reaffirmed, in the certainty that God's word is effective.” (96) 

2011-2012 - Pope Benedict XVI in February 2011 announces that the synod of bishops would 

meet in October 2012 and focus on the theme of the New Evangelization. Establishment of a 

new dicastery announced in June 2011 – The Pontifical Council for Promoting the New 

Evangelization.  Of course Benedict would very shortly thereafter abdicate his throne and now 

Pope Francis had the honor of writing the exhortation on the New Evangelization following the 

synod. 

October 2013 - In October 2013 Francis addressed the plenary assembly of the council and 

stated that “New Evangelization means to reawaken the life of faith in the heart and mind of 

our contemporaries.” He then set down three aspects of the New Evangelization for today. 1) 

Every baptized person is a bearer of the light of Christ. 2) Every Catholic Christian is to go out 

and encounter others and preach the Gospel. 3) And the ministry of the New Evangelization is 

to be focused on Jesus Christ.  

 

  



SPSE | 21  
 

The Kindling: What is Evangelization? 

Why Street Evangelization? Why should this form of 
evangelization demand our time? What can the fruits be? 
 
The USCCB Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis 
released a document called: “Disciples Called to Witness” 
They said that “The New Evangelization seeks to invite 
modern man and culture into a relationship with Jesus 
Christ and his Church. The New Evangelization strives to 
engage our culture and to help us draw our inspiration 
from the Gospel. The New Evangelization calls all Catholics 
first to be evangelized and then in turn to evangelize. 
While it is directed to all people, the New Evangelization 

focuses specifically on those Christian communities that have Catholic roots but have “lost a 
living sense of the faith, or even no longer consider themselves members of the Church.” The 
New Evangelization is a call to each person to deepen his or her own faith, have confidence in 
the Gospel, and possess a willingness to share the Gospel. It is a personal encounter with the 
person of Jesus, which brings peace and joy. The New Evangelization provides the lens through 
which people experience the Church and world around them.” 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Firewood: Why a New Evangelization 

 “The fact that there can be long-lasting periods of decline in 

the Church, is, unfortunately, plain enough from history. Yet 

history also shows that the totality of the Church  which 

extends through the whole world and through all times and is 

held together and embodied by the Petrine office – bears 

within itself the powers of regeneration, so that it rises again 

and again from the dust to proclaim the message of salvation. 

– Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI) 

The reasons given instead point to a gradual slipping away from the faith. Most Catholics stop 
attending Mass because they  

1. _______________________________________________________________________ 
2. _______________________________________________________________________ 
3. _______________________________________________________________________ 
4. _______________________________________________________________________ 
5. _______________________________________________________________________ 
6. _______________________________________________________________________ 

In other words, many of our brothers and sisters have simply drifted away from the Church. 
This is due in part to the busyness of modern life and to a changing culture. There are also 
Catholics who attend Mass on a regular basis but who feel unconnected to the parish 
community. 

The three main reasons for this turning away from God are: 

1. Secularization. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Materialism. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Individualism. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

I highly recommend Sherry Weddell’s book “Forming Intentional Disciples” where she gets into 
more of the sobering statistics about the practice of the faith, sacraments, and the beliefs of 
Catholics. And it is very troubling. 
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The Spark: What are Methods for the New Evangelization? 

 “For this reason, side by side with the collective proclamation 
of the Gospel, the other form of transmission, the person-to-
person one, remains valid and important.” (Paul VI EN) 
 
Lay people also fulfill their prophetic mission by evangelization, 

‘that is, the proclamation of Christ by word and testimony of 

life.’ For lay people, ‘this evangelization acquires a specific 

property and peculiar efficacy because it is accomplished in the 

ordinary circumstances of the world.’ This witness of life, 

however, is not the sole element in the apostolate; the true 

apostle is on the lookout for occasions of announcing Christ by 

word, either to unbelievers, or to the faithful. (Catechism of the 

Catholic Church 905) 

Pope Francis recently addressed the “Plenary Assembly of the 

Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization” in 2013. He gave us three key points 

to guide the New Evangelization today: 

1. Urgency 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Encounter 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Christocentric & Catechetical 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Blaze: What are the Fruits of the New Evangelization? 
 

 “Do not be afraid to go out on the streets and into public 

places, like the first Apostles who preached Christ and the 

Good News of salvation in the squares of cities, towns and 

villages. This is no time to be ashamed of the Gospel (Cfr. 

Rom 1,16). It is the time to preach it from the rooftops (Cfr. 

Matth 10,27). Do not be afraid to break out of comfortable 

and routine modes of living, in order to take up the 

challenge of making Christ known in the modern 

‘metropolis’. It is you who must ‘go out into the byroads’ 

(Matth 22,9) and invite everyone you meet to the banquet which God has prepared for his 

people. The Gospel must not be kept hidden because of fear or indifference. It was never 

meant to be hidden away in private. It has to be put on a stand so that people may see its light 

and give praise to our heavenly Father.” Bl. John Paul II (paragraph 8, Homily of the Solemnity 

of the Assumption, Sunday, 15 August 1993 at the 8th World Youth Day in Denver, CO) 

St. Paul Street Evangelization is at the forefront of helping Catholics, whether priests or regular 

pew sitter Joe Catholics, become effective evangelists. More than simply producing products 

for sale and presentations for Catholic groups, we are leading by example through 100 street 

teams. We find that this basic, simple method of evangelization helps Catholics become better 

evangelists in every area of their life: 

1. On the Street: The first time I evangelized we had two people talk to us on the street. 

The second time I evangelized we talked to several dozen people. The third time I 

evangelized we helped plug in one young man to RCIA. The fourth time I evangelized the 

team brought over 300 prayer requests to the altar and prayed the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet for them.  

2. In the Doctor’s Office: One of our evangelists was inspired to give her doctor a 

miraculous medal. The doctor broke down in tears and confided in her about how 

difficult his life was. They prayed together and when she went back a few weeks later 

there was Christian music playing on the loudspeaker and the doctor embraced her and 

thanked her for reaching out to him. 

3. In the restaurant. Our national director started SPSE because he gave a miraculous 

medal to his waitress. That chance encounter ended up saving her and her baby from 

the horror of abortion.  

Street evangelization specifically equips Catholics with the practice they need to be effective 

communicators of the Gospel in every area of their life. Relational ministry is the best form of 
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evangelization and it is measurable over time. However 2 minute conversations with people on 

the street can change your life and the lives of others forever. We have hundreds of more 

stories like this on our website from our teams.  
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Session 2: Journey of Discipleship - Thresholds 
Portions property of Sherry Weddell & the St. Catherine of Siena Institute.  

Modified. Used by Permission. 
 

Blessed John Paul II said that “It is possible for baptized Catholics to be still without any explicit 
personal attachment to Jesus Christ; they only have the capacity to believe placed within them 
by Baptism and the presence of the Holy Spirit.” (The difference between the virtue of faith and 
the act of faith) If we are going to change the pattern, we need a new normal. Many of the 
frustrations people express with the Catholic Church in America come back to this foundational 
truth about Jesus. The process of evangelization and conversion takes three steps which can 
be experienced concurrently or separately. All three are necessary and the first is often missed. 
 

1. A personal interior journey of a lived relationship with Christ resulting in intentional 
discipleship. 

 
What are we doing to help people experience this lived relationship with Jesus Christ? Are we 
ourselves converted? What does it mean to be an intentional disciple of Jesus Christ? How are 
we reaching out to the Lost Sheep? What would draw “unchurched Tim” or “Lapsed Catholic 
Lisa” back to an intimate relationship with Jesus & His Church? 
 
Are we being more obedient to broken systems and the wrong culture than we are to God’s will 
for his Church? Father Cantalemessa (preacher to the papal household) warned about a 
phenomenon we experience in our local churches:  ‘The effort for a new evangelization is 
exposed to the danger of …launching into a feverish and empty human activism, with the result 
of losing, little by little, the contact with the source of the Word and of its efficacy.’  Doing 
anything for the sake of saying you’re doing something is the wrong approach to facilitating 
renewal in the Church.”  
 
As evangelists we find ourselves often times not only welcoming non-Catholics, but 
evangelizing Catholics who are on the fringes, have no lived relationship with Christ, and who 
are considering or have already left the Catholic Church. Our parishes for too long have sought 
out to have “engaged parishioners” who are involved in doing things in hopes that they become 
disciples instead of developing disciples who as an outpouring of love become passionate 
activists.  
 
The key opportunity of street and door to door evangelists is the ability to proclaim the 
kingdom of God and make an invitation to faith in Jesus Christ and the Church he established. 
This evangelization will spill over into other areas of your life as well as we engage family, 
friends, neighbors, and coworkers.  
 

2. The ecclesial journey into the Church through the Sacraments of Initiation. 
 
What priority does reaching out to our community with the message of Jesus Christ take? Are 
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we seeing a robust RCIA process with many participants? How does the community interact 
with the parish in order to effectively evangelize? Do people feel welcome in our church? Are 
we a joyful people? How to our ministries relate to each other? Sherry Weddell estimates that 
the average parish has between 1-6% intentional disciples, followers, of Jesus Christ. 
 

3. The journey of active practice of Church life in the Christian community (sacraments, 
prayer, moral life, service, etc).  

 
Often times Catholics are practicing, or trying to practice, #3 without a clear sense of why 
because they haven’t experienced number #1. We see the results in the 120,000 Catholics 
leaving the faith every year and the effect it has had on the domestic Church (the family).  
 
We need a vision that we act on (It has to be more than just words) that helps our community 
nurture the faith and gifts of lay Catholics, enabling them to become effective, committed 
disciples of Jesus Christ who have discerned and are living out their God-given mission in life. 
 
Jesus the disciples and they cast down their nets, their everyday labors, and followed him. 
This is a risky move since they left behind their livelihoods to follow Jesus. It involves a 
supreme trust and answer to the call of discipleship. At the end of today I will invite you to 
cast down your own net to follow Jesus. There are typically 5 places that we find ourselves 
along the road and path with Jesus.  
 
 

 

  

1. Trust: Trust is not the same as an active personal faith. A person is able to trust or has a 
positive association with Jesus Christ, the Church, a Christian believer, or something 
identifiably Christian. As parents and godparents, bringing our children to the church for 
baptism may be how we have an association of trust with Jesus. 

2. Spiritual Curiosity: I find myself intrigued by or desiring to know more about Jesus, his 
life, and his teachings. Or some aspect of the Christian faith. I am not yet willing to 
change my life, but I am curious about God and the things of God. Curiosity is essentially 
passive.  

3. Openness: I acknowledge to myself and to God that I am open to the possibility of a 
personal and spiritual change. People who are open are simply admitting they are open 
to the possibility of change. I am not ready to change my life, drop my net, and follow 
Christ. 

4. Seeking: When I am seeking, I am “dating with a purpose” but do not yet experience the 
“marriage” with God that we call discipleship. We are asking God “are you the one to 
whom I will give myself?” At this stage as a seeker I am engaged in an urgent spiritual 
quest, seeking to know whether I can commit to Christ and his Church. 

5. Discipleship: This is the decision to “drop one’s nets” to make a conscious commitment 
to follow Jesus in the midst of his Church as an obedient disciple and to reorder one’s 
life accordingly.” This changes everything. (Sherry Weddell, FID, 129-130)  
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Session 3: Exercise 1 – Thresholds of Discipleship 
 
Tracing My Own Journey Through the Thresholds  
 
Sit quietly in the chapel and reflect on this reading from scripture: 
 
Jesus said to his disciples; "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He takes away 
every branch in me that does not bear fruit, and everyone that does he prunes so that it bears 
more fruit. You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you. Remain in me, as I 
remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the vine, so 
neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains 
in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. Anyone who 
does not remain in me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them and 
throw them into a fire and they will be burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. By this is my Father glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and become my disciples."  John 15:1-8 
 

 Look at the five thresholds diagram on the next page.   

 Please draw a line showing your journey through the thresholds to this point in your 
life. Everyone’s line will look different. Use the following directions to help you draw 
your line. Feel free to write notes down. No one else will see this. 

 
1. Mark on the line your initial reception of the sacraments you've received. 
2. Put your age by each point you where you crossed a threshold (either going 

towards or away from Jesus). If you remember a time in your life when you went 
from trust (perhaps mom & dad brought you to church as a child) to openness 
(realizing you are more open to receiving God’s grace) mark that point and put 
your age. Think through your whole life and trace your own journey and where 
your journey has taken you.  
 

3. Some questions to take notes on: 
 What precipitated your crossing each of the thresholds; traumatic or joyful 

events? Important people? Books? A change in your environment?  Add 
those to the diagram. 
 
 

 At what threshold are you now?  How long have you been there? 
 

 Where would you like to be?   
 

 What needs to change in your life to get there?   
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 What obstacles (internal/external) to a deeper relationship with Jesus exist 
that you need to overcome with his grace?  

 
 Who and/or what is sustaining you in your relationship with Jesus at this 

time?  
 

 
When you are done, read the following reflections and pray the following prayer of 
rededication or talk to God in your own words. 
 

Thoughts from Blessed John Henry Newman 
 
God has determined, unless I interfere with His plan, that I should reach that which will be my 
greatest happiness. He looks on me individually, He calls me by my name, He knows what I can 
do, what I can best be, what is my greatest happiness, and He means to give it me. 

We are all created to His glory—we are created to do His will. I am created to do something or 
to be something for which no one else is created; I have a place in God's counsels, in God's 
world, which no one else has; whether I be rich or poor, despised or esteemed by others, God 
knows me and calls me by my name. I have my mission—I never may know it in this life, but I 
shall be told it in the next. Somehow I am necessary for His purposes, as necessary in my place 
as an Archangel in his… I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has 
not created me for naught. 

Therefore I will trust Him. Whatever, wherever I am, I can never be thrown away. 

You may use the prayer below as a way to reaffirm your commitment to follow Jesus as a 
disciple, or pray in your own words. 

 
Prayer of Ignatius of Loyola 

 
Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, 

my understanding, and my entire will. 
All I have and call my own. 

Whatever I have or hold, you have given me. 
I return it all to you and surrender it wholly 

to be governed by your will. 
Give me only your love and your grace 

and I am rich enough and ask for nothing more. 
 

After everyone has finished, we will be given the opportunity to renew our baptismal 
promises. 
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Non-believing, Non-trusting 
 
 

 

  

Zone 1: Trust 

Zone 2: Curiosity 

Zone 3: Openness 

Zone 4: Seeking 

Zone 5: Intentional Discipleship 
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Session 4: Prayer of Consecration to Jesus Christ 
 

I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter 
them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day. No one should think that 
this invitation is not meant for him or her, since “no one is excluded from the joy 
brought by the Lord”. The Lord does not disappoint those who take this risk; 
whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we come to realize that he is already 
there, waiting for us with open arms. Now is the time to say to Jesus: “Lord, I 
have let myself be deceived; in a thousand ways I have shunned your love, yet 
here I am once more, to renew my covenant with you. I need you. Save me once 
again, Lord, take me once more into your redeeming embrace”. How good it 
feels to come back to him whenever we are lost! Let me say this once more: God 
never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.” Pope 
Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 3 

Catholic Roots 

Consecrating ourselves to Jesus Christ through prayer, or a prayer asking Jesus to save us, is 
unfortunately seen as a “Protestant thing” that Catholics do not do. 

Pope Francis called all of us to pray with him in his apostolic exhortation on the joy of the 
Gospel: 

“Lord, I have let myself be deceived; in a thousand ways I have shunned your love, yet here I am 
once more, to renew my covenant with you. I need you. Save me once again, Lord, take me 
once more into your redeeming embrace.” 

Even if we have been Catholic our whole lives, we can and should still pray that prayer every 
day. 

Another prayer we might pray every day is the morning offering: 

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer you my prayers, works, 
joys, and sufferings of this day in union with the holy sacrifice of the Mass 
throughout the world. I offer them for all the intentions of your sacred heart: the 
salvation of souls, reparation for sin, the reunion of all Christians. I offer them for 
the intentions of our bishops and of all the apostles of prayer, and in particular 
for those recommended by our Holy Father this month. 
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Leading Someone in a Consecration Prayer 

 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 
you. ” John 15:12-15 RSV-CE 

Evangelizing someone isn’t just about getting them to pray with you. It is about sincerely 
listening to them, their hopes, their dreams, their worries, and offering to meet them where 
they are at. Evangelization is an act of love. Evangelization is an act of friendship and an 
invitation into communio. Evangelization is an act of service. We do not evangelize with the 
intent of “winning” people to Christ. We evangelize with the intent of serving them and inviting 
them to encounter Jesus. We were no different than the Samaritan woman at the well – we 
were broken and Jesus Christ has saved us (and is saving us, and will save us) through his Holy 
Church. 

When you listen, earn another person’s trust, share the story of salvation & your own story you 
can invite someone to pray with you. We will talk about how to pray with others a little later. If 
you are talking to someone who does not have a relationship with Jesus Christ and wants to 
have one, you can lead them in a prayer of consecration. 
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Memorize: Prayer of Consecration 
Written by Fr. Simon Lobo, Companions of the Cross (SPSE Team Member) 

 

Please memorize and use this prayer when you evangelize with someone who 
wants to “drop their nets” and follow Jesus. You might change the word “renew” 
to “establish” with someone who has never been baptized. 
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Session 5: The Spiritual Life of the Evangelist 
 

 “It is far more difficult in practice to perceive the action of the Holy Spirit. In the end, it is the 

Lord who helps us but we must be available as instruments. I would say simply: No one can give 

what he does not personally possess; in other words we cannot pass on the Holy Spirit 

effectively or make him perceptible to others unless we ourselves are close to him.” Pope 

Benedict XVI 

 

“You can’t preach crème and live skim milk.” Sr. M. Johanna Paruch PhD, FSGM 

“No work takes deep root, or is really solid and lasting, unless the apostle has created the interior life in 

other souls. Now he cannot do this, unless he himself is well nourished in his interior life.” – Jean-

Baptiste Chautard, O.C.S.O., Soul of the Apostolate.  

 

Evangelization cannot take place effectively when we are not converted and living as 
intentional, faithful, devoted Catholics. Here at St. Paul Street Evangelization we believe every 
Catholic is called to be an evangelical, missionary disciple of Jesus Christ. To be evangelical (to 
share our faith) and missionary (to find opportunities to share our faith) we must be disciples 
who are striving to be holy. Holiness is not an attitude (“Oh, you are just being holier than 
thou”) but an interior disposition of the will. We must turn away from sin, remove regular grave 
sin from our life, develop a strong prayer life, and experience intimacy with our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ before we are ready to truly become evangelists. 

No one looked at the Blessed Mother and thought “she is judging me!” because of how she 
lived her life. No one looks at Mother Teresa and thinks she is smug. We have the wrong 
impression about what it means to be holy. Both the Blessed Mother and Mother Teresa lived 
simple lives. There was nothing outwardly dramatic about them. Through the simplicity of living 
and the beauty of their interior lives they are models for all Christians. The blessed Mother is of 
course, the model par excellence of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ – a 
missionary, evangelical disciple. The blessed Mother always points us to her Son Jesus. That is 
why our evangelists give out rosaries. We are often questioned if it would not be better to give 
out pictures of Jesus since some people don’t like Mary. Mary always points us to her Son, 
Jesus. The rosary is a tangible reminder of the love of Jesus & His Church for someone that they 
can take away with them and a powerful meditation on the life of Jesus Christ. 

One of the best works on the interior life that we recommend (apart from Sacred Scripture of 
course) is The Soul of the Apostolate by Jean-Baptiste Chautard. It was the bedside book of 
Pope St. Pius X and a glance at its content, with an emphasis on the balance between active 
works and the contemplative, interior life, reveals why it is so popular among Catholic laity and 
religious alike. We must reorder our life to reflect that of our death to and rejection of sin and 
the glamour of evil and acceptance of our new life in Jesus Christ. 

http://www.zenit.org/article-23404?l=english
http://www.zenit.org/article-23404?l=english
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“It is far more difficult in practice to perceive the action of the Holy Spirit. In the end, it is the 
Lord who helps us but we must be available as instruments. I would say simply: No one can give 
what he does not personally possess; in other words we cannot pass on the Holy Spirit 
effectively or make him perceptible to others unless we ourselves are close to him.” (Pope 
Benedict XVI) 

Our lives are always a work in progress, and we will risk falling into sin, but that doesn’t mean 
that we cannot evangelize. Peter denied Jesus three times. The other apostles had their own 
sin, but they lived intensely for the Lord and persevered in avoiding temptation. A key element 
of the practical training for street evangelization is working on our own spiritual lives. Since this 
training is not meant to be spiritual direction, we at SPSE can only offer general, but very 
important steps all Christians should be taking to become saints. We can also offer help 
particular to the evangelist. We pray to Saints to help manifest temptations an evangelist may 
face that must be avoided. As you grow stronger in your relationship with Jesus Christ and His 
Church, you will grow confident in your ability to be an effective street evangelist. Other great 
spiritual masterworks include: 

Other great spiritual masterworks include: 

 The Interior Castle by St. Teresa of Avila 

 The Life of St. Francis of Assisi by St. Bonaventure 

 The Dark Night of the Soul by St. John of the Cross 

 The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

 The Dialogue of St. Catherine of Siena 

 The Story of a Soul by St. Therese of Lisieux 

 An Introduction to the Devout Life by St. Francis de Sales 

 Abandonment to Divine Providence by Jean-Pierre de Caussade 

 True Devotion to Mary by St. Louis de Montfort 

 The Spiritual Combat by Lawrence Scupoli 

 Peace of the Soul by Fulton Sheen 

 Seven Story Mountain by Thomas Merton 

The Economy of Grace: 

Economic Trinity: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Sacramental Economy: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Practice of the Spiritual Life 

Conversion 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Sacraments 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Vocational Awareness (Living our Vocation) 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Spiritual Exercises 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

St. Teresa of Avila and the Mansions 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Retreats for Home  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Private Devotions: The Rosary, Chaplet, & Scapular  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Daily Prayer  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Key Spiritual Considerations for the Evangelists  

Saints for the Evangelist – Pray to the saints! Ask for their intercession. An obvious choice is St. 
Paul of course! Clearly, St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. John, the Four Evangelists are 
excellent intercessors. Other Saints who tirelessly advanced awareness of Christ and His Church 
are St. Francis de Sales, St. John Bosco, St. Maximilian Kolbe, St. Therese the Little Flower, St. 
Patrick, St. Francis Xavier,  St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Athanasius, and St. Thomas Becket. There 
are many other missionary and evangelical saints.  Pick one or two, learn about them and 
develop a devotion to them. 

 
The Vice of Pride 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Keeping Balance in Prayer, Family, Work, and Evangelization  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 “And you, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing 
evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his 
death, in order to present you holy and blameless and 
irreproachable before him, provided that you continue in the 
faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the 
gospel which you heard… If then you have been raised with 
Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, 
not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life 
is hid with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death 
therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of 
these the wrath of God is coming. In these you once walked, 
when you lived in them. But now put them all away: anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not 

lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put 
on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Put on 
then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and 
patience, forbearing one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. Colossians 1:22-23, 3:1-10, 12-17  
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Session 6: Basic Etiquette for the Street Evangelist 

Here we see the Lansing, Michigan team when they went out to 
evangelize at the St. Mary's rummage sale in Williamston. Nancy, 
a member of the parish council joined the team for the first time 
and found out that it is very easy to evangelize. She talked to 
Catholics and non-Catholics alike and had a lot of good 
conversations inviting people to come to Mass and introducing 
people to how to pray the rosary. One woman said that she 
would consider the Catholic faith and the team invited her to join 
them at Mass that Sunday. 

One of the most important works of our apostolate is to pray with 
those that we meet. In this picture, Fr. Simon and one of our 
other team members pray with a woman and ask the Lord to 
come into her life in a powerful way. When praying with someone 
we don’t just want to pray for the ‘minimum’ intention, but we 
also want to include the intention that the person further 
commits their life to Jesus. So we shouldn’t just pray that a 

person finds a job or gets well, but also that they grow spiritually. If the person is not Catholic, we also 
want to pray that they keep an open mind towards Catholicism and that God gives them the grace to 
recognize the Catholic Faith as the true faith.  

Maria is part of the Newman team at Wayne State University. In this picture (next page), she is talking to 
an Indian gentleman about the Catholic Church. One of the most important things that an evangelist can 
do when speaking with people from different cultures and religions is to attempt to start from a place of 
agreement to hopefully be able to build on some common ground. For example, when speaking to a 
Protestant, there is a lot of common ground 
between them and Catholics, such as belief 
in the Trinity and the inspiration and 
importance of following the Scriptures. For 
someone of a non-Christian background, 
such as a Muslim, there is less in common, 
but common ground might include building 
from the shared agreement on the belief in 
the God of Abraham, that Jesus was an 
important figure in history (even though 
they deny His Divinity), reverence for Jesus’ 
Virgin Mother Mary, and that God is 
merciful. In Hinduism, as seen here, 
common ground will be harder to find, but 
might include the belief in a supreme being and that there is more to this life than material goods, that 
suffering is something to seek to be free from through meditation, and that we can use philosophy to try 
to answer the important questions in life.  
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Hopefully once some common ground is found, you can 
move into the specific teachings of Christianity, 
including how we differ and what makes Christianity 
unique, and specifically proclaim the Kerygma to the 
person.  

So you are on the street! People are walking by. 
What do you say? What do you do? How are you 
going to convince these masses of people that 
being Catholic is AWESOME? Your plan of action 
will be a little different depending on if you are 
standing at a table with literature or if you are in a 
crowd and are approaching people with a handful 
of rosaries or if you are going door to door.  

The Pedagogy of God 

God revealed himself throughout salvation history in his words and deeds in stages. When God 
revealed his divine name to Moses, he did not also explain the Eucharist that Jesus would offer 
himself later after the Incarnation. And with good reason. Moses wasn’t ready. You cannot 
deliver the entire Bible and catechism with a person in one conversation. You will always think 
of more things you could have shared with the person. That isn’t your purpose. Your purpose is 
to: 

1. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 “In His gracious goodness, God has seen to it that what He had revealed for the salvation of all 
nations would abide perpetually in its full integrity and be handed on to all generations. 
Therefore Christ the Lord in whom the full revelation of the supreme God is brought to 
completion (see Cor. 1:20; 3:13; 4:6), commissioned the Apostles to preach to all men that 
Gospel which is the source of all saving truth and moral teaching, and to impart to them 
heavenly gifts. This Gospel had been promised in former times through the prophets, and Christ 
Himself had fulfilled it and promulgated it with His lips. This commission was faithfully fulfilled 
by the Apostles who, by their oral preaching, by example, and by observances handed on what 
they had received from the lips of Christ, from living with Him, and from what He did, or what 
they had learned through the prompting of the Holy Spirit. The commission was fulfilled, too, 
by those Apostles and apostolic men who under the inspiration of the same Holy Spirit 
committed the message of salvation to writing. 
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But in order to keep the Gospel forever whole and alive within the Church, the Apostles left 
bishops as their successors, “handing over” to them “the authority to teach in their own place.” 
This sacred tradition, therefore, and Sacred Scripture of both the Old and New Testaments are 
like a mirror in which the pilgrim Church on earth looks at God, from whom she has received 
everything, until she is brought finally to see Him as He is, face to face (see 1 John 3:2).” (Dei 
Verbum, 2) 

The Philosophy of St. John 
Bosco 

Reason:  

 

Religion:  

 

Kindness:  

 

With Everyone You Meet: 

 Be aware of your surroundings. 
 Be available and friendly. Smile! 
 Greet people first. They are probably more nervous talking to you than you are to them. 

Be aware that most people won’t talk to you for more than a few seconds. 
 Learn their name. 
 Find common ground. 
 Win the right to be heard (We will talk about this in a later session). 
 Share your faith and invite them to take resources. Always offer a rosary and basic 

literature. 

If people are approaching you (such as at a literature table): 

 Always start with “Hi! My name is _______. Would you like a rosary? (OR) Are you 
Catholic?” 

 Consider questions to get them to talk about themselves. Find common ground. They 
can be simple and can help disarm them if they are already feeling defensive. “What 
church do you go to? Where do you live? Are you from the area? What do you do for 
work? Do you have any kids? What are your hobbies? What sports do you like? What 
are your favorite movies or authors? Is there anything we can pray for you about?” 
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 If they say they are Catholic: “Great, what Church do you go to? What do you like about 
going to Mass? What is your favorite part about being Catholic? (Open the door for 
them to talk about any difficulties) Can we pray with you? How can we pray for you? Do 
you pray the rosary? Do you go to Church every Sunday?” 

 If they say they are not Catholic: “Do you have a faith that you follow? Have you 
considered becoming Catholic? Are there any stumbling blocks keeping you from being 
Catholic? Is there anything that I can offer up in prayer for you? Can I pray with you?” 

If you are approaching others: 

 You can use the same approach as above, except, you might start by getting permission 
to speak to them. You do not want to upset someone by making them feel held up if 
they have to go. Making people late to work, doctors’ appointments, or picking their 
kids up at school is not a good first step in building a positive relationship with the 
community. 

 Ask “Hi, can I have a moment of your time? Would you be interested in a rosary (if you 
are passing them out)?” 

 Then follow the rest of the format above to talk to them. 

As part of an Evangelization Team we will: 

 Smile and listen to others. We do not want the public to think of SPSE evangelists as 
negative or self-righteous. Be friendly, smile, and listen to others as you share your faith. 
Remember to be yourself. 

 Explain our ideas in simple and clear terms. As you ask questions and invite people to 
become Catholic, answer questions in the simplest way possible. Being an apologist 
does not mean you need to apologize for the faith. Yes, there is a hell. You don’t need to 
“justify” your belief in hell. 

 Invite people to consider the Catholic faith. Whether your conversation is 3 seconds or 
30 minutes, always invite people to consider the Catholic faith. 

 Practice Fidelity. Street Evangelists are expected to be faithful to the teachings of the 
Catholic faith, especially on difficult topics such as human sexuality, social justice, 
ordination, etc. When you receive Communion you say “Amen” or “I believe” and are 
giving your assent of faith to everything the Church teaches. 

As part of an Evangelization Team we will not: 

 Condemn others. There is a hell, but we do not point at people and tell them they are 
going to hell. Think about how effective the “Westboro Baptist” hate group is winning 
converts. 

 Use manipulation or deception. Do not try to hide your identity (disguises or costumes) 
in order to be someone you are not to win people over. Do not try to manipulate people 
into believing in the faith. If people do not freely accept the Gospel they are much more 
likely not only to leave the Church but may be closed off to ever coming back. 
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 Be aggressive. The days of screaming on a soap box on a street corner with a Bible in 
hand are over. At least, that is not how we evangelize. While we are not forceful or 
aggressive (hostile or belligerent), that doesn’t mean we don’t engage people. We need 
to find a good middle road. 

 Ask for Money – Ever. In any fashion while we are evangelizing on the street. You have 
various means to raise funds. While you are evangelizing is not one of them. If you give 
someone a rosary and they want to give you money do not accept it. If they insist, offer 
that they can bring it to the local Catholic church and put it in the poor box. If someone 
says they are Catholic and volunteers to give you a million bucks for your work, give 
them your card and tell them how they can donate. Do not set up a donation jar while 
evangelizing. 

 Engage in Catholic to Catholic Debate – There is legitimate room for differences among 
Catholics. Some of us prefer the extraordinary form of the Mass. Some of us prefer a 
charismatic Catholic spirituality. There is even room to debate doctrine on things the 
Church has not yet defined. This is called “Catholic to Catholic debate”. When 
representing SPSE you may not engage in Catholic to Catholic debate. 

Rules for the Evangelist (Based on Dale Carnegie) 

Become a Friendlier Person 

1. Don’t criticize, condemn or complain. 
2. Give honest, sincere appreciation. 
3. Arouse in the other person an eager want. For you know, Jesus! 
4. Become genuinely interested in other people. 
5. Smile. 
6. Remember that a person’s name is to that person the sweetest and most important 

sound in any language. 
7. Be a good listener. Encourage others to talk about themselves. 
8. Talk in terms of other person’s interests. Many people are cynical towards Christianity. 

They aren’t even unused to the idea of religious people trying to win converts on the 
street. What are you going to do for them to take you seriously? 

9. Make the other person feel important – and do it sincerely. 

Also! 

10. The only way to get the best of an argument is to avoid it. 
11. Show respect for the other person’s opinion. Never say, “you’re wrong.” (Note: That is 

not to say we should not correct error if a person is wrong. Avoid the use of the words 
“You are wrong”. Refer back to how to avoid arguments and win people over to your 
way of thinking. When someone says something that is wrong, thank them for their 
willingness to share with you what they think – they did not have to. Correct them by 
asking them if they have considered what is God’s truth, and then share that with them. 
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By not backing them into a corner or making them defensive, they will be more likely to 
respond positively to you). 

12. If you are wrong, admit it quickly and emphatically. (Note: You will surprise the person 
you are talking to without losing credibility.) 

13. Begin in a friendly way. 
14. Get the other person saying, “yes, yes” immediately. (Note: You can ask questions that 

few people would say no to. Find common ground with them. They are not Catholic 
because they believe in Jesus and love the Bible? Great – so do you!) 

15. Let the other person do a great deal of the talking. (Note: You are less likely to mess up 
if they are doing most of the talking, yet that is not permission to attack another person 
for their beliefs. You are not going to convert the world in a day, but you will plant many 
seeds by evangelizing.) 

16. Try honestly to see things from the other person’s point of view. 
17. Be sympathetic with the other person’s ideas and desires. (Note: For instance “I do not 

believe in God because he took my little child away from me.” This is not the time to say 
“Well, that’s stupid, your child is with God now.” I guarantee you that person will never 
become Catholic. Understand what they are saying and very gently lead them to the 
truth.) 

18. Appeal to the nobler motives. 
19. Dramatize your ideas. (Note: Use stories as often as possible. As Paul VI said, People 

listen to witnesses more than they listen to teachers, and if they do listen to teachers it 
is because they are witnesses.) 

20. Throw down a challenge. (Note: Invite people to pray, to go to Mass, to visit RCIA. The 
worst they can do is say no! For every 1,000 no’s you just might get a yes.) 

The Perfect Way to Conquer Worry 

 Pray. 
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The Question Stack  

You might be thinking “I am an introvert! I can’t evangelize!” There are 
some questions that you can use to help you break the ice with people 
you don’t know. We have listed them below. You might think of others 
as well. The important thing is to use these questions in a way that is 
natural. Walking up to someone and asking them in a rapid fire way 
will probably making them think you’re being a bit stalker-ish. Asking 
questions and sharing about your own life, discovering things you have 
in common and expanding on those, and telling them why you are 
there will go a long way. In other words, we are trying to help people 
feel comfortable around us and see that we are just regular, normal 
people who love the Lord. 

For instance, you might ask someone “So, the Red Wings are playing 
today. Do you like hockey?” and that might flow into a natural 
discussion about sports. Use can use these questions to build 
relationships and friendships with others, to listen to them, and to 
draw out prayer requests or where a person is spiritually. What is your 
name? 

What kind of questions will help you open up more conversation with 
a person to help get them to talk about themselves? Consider the 
famous “question stack”. 

1. ___________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________________________ 

5. ___________________________________________________ 

6. ___________________________________________________ 

7. ___________________________________________________ 
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Session 7: Exercise 2 – Building Trust 

Once we establish a right to be heard, we can earn their trust. Trust is the first threshold that 
someone crosses on their way to become a disciple of Jesus. Not trust in the sense that “I trust 
in Jesus as my personal Lord & Savior” but that they trust someone or something identifiably 
Catholic. That might be a friend, family member, Catholic organization, or someone else. We 
are going to go into these thresholds in detail later. Imagine a conversation like this, which as 
far as we know, has never happened before: 

 Evangelist: Hi there! Are you Catholic? 
 Guest: No way, I am an atheist. Catholics harbor pedophiles. 
 Evangelist: That is interesting that you say that. I am assuming that you are referring to 

the sex abuse scandal in the Church? 
 Guest: Yes, of course. 
 Evangelist: Catholics are certainly horrified by the sexual abuse of children. Pope 

Benedict once said that pedophile priests are “monsters”. We can all agree that they 
need to be locked up and that the Catholic Church has taken extraordinary measures to 
put policies in place to do everything possible to make sure that the same type of 
scandal never happens again. Other than the sex abuse scandal, is there anything else 
keeping you from being Catholic? 

Instead of engaging the guest at our street evangelization table in a debate, we have disarmed 
him with reason. We heard his concern, sided with him that child sexual abuse is horrible. We 
left the door open for him to ask us more questions, or if he feels the need to make more 
claims against the Church. We have made the invitation to examine these questions together, 
as a team, instead of working against each other. 

You are now going to practice establishing trust by asking someone in the room that you do not 
already know questions from the question stack. Get them talking about themselves, but 
remember, they should know your name and why you are there. 
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The Question Stack  

What kind of questions will help you open up more conversation with 
a person to help get them to talk about themselves? Consider the 
famous “question stack”. 

 What is your name? 
 Where do you live?  
 Do you have any children?  
 Have you traveled anywhere interesting?  
 What are your hobbies?  
 What are your favorite sports?  
 What do you do for a living? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________  
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Session 8: Sharing the Story of Salvation 
 
“Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying: ‘The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the Gospel.’” 
(Mark 1:14-15) 

 

In this lesson we will learn the Story of Salvation History and how to share it. Why are you a 
Christian? Why are you a Catholic Christian? We believe that the only way to be saved from 
something called “sin” and “eternal death” in “hell” is to have faith in Jesus Christ. We believe 
that we need to have a relationship with God and that by grace we can come to God and 
receive adoption into his family so we can go to heaven. 

St. Clement of Alexandria teaches us that “knowledge is a 
state of mind that results from demonstration; but faith is a 
gift which leads on from what is undemonstrable to what is 
universal and simple. Aristotle says that faith is a decision, 
which follows upon knowledge, as to whether this or that be 
true. Faith, then, is superior to knowledge, and is its 
criterion.” (Stromateis, 2, 4, 14, 3) If we want those we are 
evangelizing to respond positively to us, what are we going 
to tell them? What is the content of the faith that we want 
to share? How do we share the Gospel to our modern post-
Christian audience in such a way that they will want to listen 
and respond? That is where the kerygma comes in.  
 
The Kerygma 
 
The Greek word used in the New Testament to mean 
“proclamation” or “preaching” is kerygma. The word gospel 
is sometimes synonymous with the word kerygma. Simply 

put the kerygma is the proclamation or preaching of the Gospel or Good News with power, joy 
and enthusiasm (cf. 1 Cor. 2:4; Rm. 16:25). When you hear “kerygma” used, think 
“proclamation of the Good News”. It is a witness of how the Good News has been experienced 
in our own life. We proclaim “...what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 
we looked upon and touched with our hands…” (1 John 1:1).  
 
St. Theophilus of Antioch proclaims “And why do you not believe? Do you not know that faith is 
foremost in all matters? For what farmer is able to reap, unless first he have faith, and trust the 
seed to the earth? Or who is able to journey across the sea, unless first he have faith to trust 
himself to the ship and to the pilot? What sick person is able to be cured unless first he have 
faith to trust himself to the physician? Who is able to learn either an art or a science, unless 
first he devote himself faithfully to the teacher? If, then, the farmer believes in the earth, and 

Woman at Jacob’s Well 
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the sailor believes in the ship, and the sick man believes in the physician, will not you yourself 
with to believe in God, when you have so many pledges from him?” (To Autolycus 1, 7) 

The Kerygma is proclaimed with 

 Power 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Joy 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Enthusiasm 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Forms of Proclamation  

The kerygma is not a talk or a class or a theological reflection, but a vibrant and valiant 
proclamation by someone filled with the Holy Spirit that moves the heart of the listener to 
respond in faith.  
 
Jesus & the Samaritan Woman 
 
“So he came to a city of Samar'ia, called Sy'char, near the field that Jacob gave to his son 
Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat down 
beside the well. There came a woman of Samar'ia to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a 
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drink." The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a 
woman of Samar'ia?" Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water." The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; 
where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the 
well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?" Jesus said to her, "Every one who 
drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will 
never thirst; the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come 
here to draw…" Jesus said “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. The woman 
said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when he comes, he will 
show us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." So the woman left her water 
jar, and went away into the city, and said to the people, "Come, see a man who told me all that 
I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" They went out of the city and were coming to him. Many 
Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me all 
that I ever did." And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, "It is no 
longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know 
that this is indeed the Savior of the world." (Portions of John 4:1-42 RSV) 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Content of the Kerygma 
 
What is the kerygma though? Many Protestant evangelicals have a formula of 4 or 5 steps that 
constitute the essential elements of the kerygma. This is sometimes called the Romans Road to 
Salvation. If you “google” “Romans Road to Salvation” you will find that even among the first 
few returns a wide variety in how Protestants present the Gospel. Here is one example: 
 

1. All Have Sinned. Romans 3:10      
2. There is a Penalty for Sin. Romans 6:23      
3. Jesus Died, Was Buried, And Rose Three Days Later. Christ died for our sins! Romans 5:8      
4. Call Upon the Lord Jesus to Be Saved. Romans 10:13  

 
Since Protestant’s draw the steps of the kerygma from Sacred Scripture it is not surprising the 
our Catholic formulations are not all that different – the Bible is, after all, a Catholic book. The 
scripture passage at the beginning of this session is often considered the first kerygma by given 
to us from the mouth of Jesus. While the presentation of the proclamation can vary, there are 
some essential attributes among the first of which is that the proclamation is Trinitarian. God 
creates in love, redeems in love, and sanctifies in love. 
 
The kerygma should include several essential attributes:  
 

1. ___________________________________________________________________ 
2. ___________________________________________________________________ 
3. ___________________________________________________________________ 
4. ___________________________________________________________________ 
5. ___________________________________________________________________ 
6. ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

St. Augustine’s Story 

St. Augustine wrote a letter to the deacon Deogratias of Carthage explaining how to share the 
story of salvation history. You can find this letter in the Ancient Christian Writers series as The 
First Catechetical Instruction. It is available online for free as well, but we are not going to ask 
you to read it as part of you certification.  Most RCIA programs present this story as the first 
class. It is a presentation of what God has done in history through his words and deeds. It is the 
story of the Bible, but beyond that, the story of the Church. However, we cannot assume that 
you will have much time to present the Gospel. In fact, if you get to share the story in street 
evangelization you can assume you will only get 1 minute, maybe less. For the sake of training 
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you up as evangelists to do a lot more than just street evangelization, we want to talk about the 
parts of the story of salvation and how it is proclaimed, or the kerygma. 

The Parts of the Story of Salvation (Augustine) 

 Who is God? 

 His creation of angelic beings. Some choose to rebel. 

 His creation of us out of love, to participate in His life. 

 Our temptation and sin. Satan is our enemy and by sin we experience a loss. 

 God’s promise and plan for our salvation. 

 God gradually reveals himself and gathers a people together to Him. 

 God makes promises and prophecies in history. 

 Mary’s “fiat” 

 The Incarnation 

 Redemption and the fruits of salvation. 

 The Church as a) The family of God on earth; b) dispenser of the Sacraments; c) kingdom 
of God; d) Body of Christ on earth (incarnational). 

 The history of God’s people and His constant care. Saints are in constant supply. 

 Today, you and I are part of this story. 

 The sure promise and hope of a) Jesus will come again; b) Judgment; c) Heaven; d) 
Eternal life. 

 Invitation to Church and RCIA. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Assignment: The First Letter of Saint Peter was written in a time of rising persecution and hostility against 

Christians. It was written to give believers encouragement and hope in dark times. In our own day we can 

identify ways that Christians are persecuted, even by giving their own lives. Slowly read the book of 1st 

Peter as a meditation (pausing and going over passages again) and consider memorizing 1 Peter 1:3-9 

about Jesus, our living hope. Also, read Monthly Module 12 of our training series at 

streetevangelization.com on the Kerygma written by Fr. Eduardo Montemayor.  
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Examples of the Kerygma (Proclamation) 

“But how are men to call upon him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without a preacher?” 
Romans 10:14 

The Shortest Form 

ΙΧΘΥΣ or Ichthys (Greek for “fish”) is an acronym for – “Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior.” 

Ι = Iota  Χ = Chi  Θ = Theta Υ = Upsilion Σ = Sigma 

1. Iota   Iēsous   (Ἰησοῦς)  "Jesus". 
2. Chi   Christos  (Χριστός) "Anointed" 
3. Theta  Theou   (Θεου)  "God" 
4. Ypsilon  Yios   (Υἱός)   "Son" 
5. Sigma   Sōtēr   (Σωτήρ)  "Savior" 

 
St. Paul Street Evangelization Short Form 

What do you believe? You can say “I believe in ‘Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior’”. You might 
need to expand a little more. We hope to help Catholics here avoid that “deer in the 
headlights” moment when someone asks you what you believe. You might lose people by 
reciting the Apostles Creed which needs and deserves more explanation. We have tried to 
adapt the kerygma for people today in a few short Trinitarian points that has been looked over 
by professors at Franciscan University of Steubenville, Sacred Heart Major Seminary, and 
Renewal Ministries. It is easy enough to memorize and has enough information to let you 
expand on where you need to. “Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to 
teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.” (Evangelii 
Nuntiandi, 41). 

 God created you in His image and likeness. He loves you. (Genesis 1:27) 
 Due to sin we have a broken relationship with God. (Romans 6:23) 
 Jesus Christ, God’s Son, became man, died on the cross, and rose for our 

salvation. (Philippians 2:7-10) 
 We are saved by faith in Jesus Christ, and through Jesus our relationship with 

God is restored. (John 3:16) 
 Through the Church we have access to grace by baptism and are nourished 

by the Eucharist. (Matthew 16:18-19) 
 Through the Holy Spirit God changes us, his grace perfects us, and he fulfills 

our every desire. (Matthew 5:48) 

κήρυγμα
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The proclamation as a Narrative 

Each of those points can be expanded on if you have time and if the person you are speaking 
with is interested. Chances are though, you have very little time. You may inadvertently change 
parts when you repeat it, which is okay as long as the information is the same, but we want you 
to know it by heart, to internalize it.  

As Catholics we believe in one God, who exists in three Persons, The Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. God created you by love, in love, and for love. Due to the sin of 
our first parents, Adam & Eve, we believe that all of mankind is subject to death 
and that we have darkened wills and intellects and are drawn towards sin, those 
things that offend God, harm ourselves, and harm others. 
 
God does not desire for us to be eternally separated from Him and so sent His 
Son, Jesus Christ, to the world, born of a virgin, to minister to us and die on the 
cross as a sacrifice for sin, in atonement for our rejection of God. 
 
In order to effectively communicate to us the grace of salvation so that we might 
have a relationship with God, Jesus established the Catholic Church through 
which we have access to the Sacraments of Salvation. By baptism we become 
adopted members of God’s family and have our relationship with God restored. 
We receive the fruits of the Holy Spirit now which allow us to live with peace, 
joy, patience, kindness, and gentleness and to break the bonds of sin which harm 
us and others. 

Another Short Narrative – Personal Encounter 

God truly has always loved us. But I didn’t experience that love because of so much sin in my life. 
Yet, He was always with me. And it was when I had my personal encounter with God’s son - 
Jesus, who died for my sins, that he gave me New Life. I experienced this encounter when I 
believed in Jesus and truly prayed from my heart and repented of all the bad decisions in my life. 
It was then that I experienced the joy and love and amazing peace of His Spirit, and I decided to 
follow Him for the rest of my life. Today, I live in God’s family as his son/daughter. And I 
encourage you to pray to Him from your heart, because Jesus, my savior, is always with you—
because He loves you. If you want we could pray together. 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son Our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into Hell; the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God, the 
Father almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 



SPSE | 59  
 

Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen. 

Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 
invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all 
ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and 
was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.   



SPSE | 60  
 

 

Session 9: Exercise 3 – Sharing the Story 
 
The Kerygma 
 
Now that you know the parts of the Kerygma, share the story of 
salvation with at least two other people in the room using the St. Paul 
Street Evangelization version. This is a great version to memorize 
because it comes down to 5 points with 5 images. Images help us 
recall memorized information. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Session 10: Exercise 4 – Enthusiasm 
 
Our teams have found that people will react differently to you on the street depending on your 
confidence and enthusiasm. If your body language tells people that you are afraid and you look 
“backed into corner” not as many people will respond when you offer them a rosary or medal 
on the street. When you talk about the faith (on the street or in a doctors office), have 
confidence! Smile, be friendly, and speak up – loudly and clearly. Athletic teams, salesmen, and 
speakers use the same techniques. You are not “selling the Gospel” and while you do not need 
to be a great orator like St. Peter, keeping a few simple ideas about how people react to 
evangelists in mind will help you be a better evangelist.  
 
Develop: Prepare a 2-minute story to help you show a lot of enthusiasm.  
 

 Tell an exciting Bible story. 

 Tell an exciting Saint story. 

 Tell an exciting story from your own life.  

 Tell an exciting plot from a movie.  
 

The point is to exercise being enthusiastic. Get and keep our attention! 
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Session 11: How to Share Your Testimony 
 

"Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O 
house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have 
profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my 
great name, which has been profaned among the nations...For I will take you from the 
nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and 
from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will 
put within you; and I will take out of your flesh the heart of stone and give you a heart 
of flesh.” Ezekiel 36:22-26 RSV 

 
The Importance of a Testimony 
 
A testimony is something that we tell another person in order to describe a conversion to Jesus 
and his Church. It comes from the Latin root testamentum which means “covenant”. We are 
bearing witness to the covenant relationship we have with God. A testimony allows others to 
hear and see how a conversion of heart (metanoia) takes place and how to enter the mystery of 
Christ and to join his Church.  
 
This will be an opportunity for you or your evangelization team to give a witness to those who 
do not know Christ or have a strong relationship with Christ, or who may have limited 
experience of authentic Christian witness. Otherwise, how will they know what they are called 
by God to be? How will they know what it looks like to respond to that calling and to try to live 
as a disciple of Christ? 
 
The Purposes of a Testimony 
 

 It Removes Barriers:  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 It Gives an Example of What a Conversion Looks Like:  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Questions to Help You Consider the Content of Your Testimony 
 
Reflect on some or all of these questions to help you identify the “wonderful works of God” in 
your life: 
 
In General: 

 What prompted me to respond to God’s grace? 

 How have I found joy in the Lord and in his Church? 

 When have I experienced the peace which surpasses understanding (through the 
Church)? 

 How have I experienced my heart being softened by Jesus (through his Church)? 

 How has my mind been changed by Christ and the Church? 

 How have I grown in virtue through Jesus and the Church? 

 What other blessings have I received from the Lord and his Church? 

 What difference has the Holy Spirit made in my life? 

 How have I loved those who are difficult for me to love? 

 What are some things I am thankful to God for (to his Church for)? 
 
My life before Christ: 

 Where you raised in a Christian or a non-Christian home? 

 If you were Catholic, did your family practice their faith? 

 What problems did you experience apart from God? Were you consumed by 
possessions, lonely, driven by fear, suicidal, abuse drugs or alcohol?  

 Did you struggle with sexual impurity, gambling, pornography, homosexuality, eating 
disorders, cutting, or other problems? 

 Did you know that God loved you? Was there a time you felt close to God? 

 Was there a time or circumstance in your life that caused you to turn away from God? 
 
My Life When Jesus Broke In: 

 Did you realize you were empty or hurting in some way and needed healing? 

 Did you find yourself wondering about God’s existence or feel that there must be 
something more to life? 

 Did you experience a miracle or have God break into your life in a way that you knew 
was real? 

 Was there one big event or a series of smaller events that changed you? 

 Did you read a book, listen to a friend, or go to a church that had an effect on you? 

 Did death, illness, or some other calamity cause you to seek God more? 
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After I decided to follow Jesus: 

 What fruit have you experienced in your life? Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
gentleness, faithfulness, self-control? 

 What are the sources of hope, healing, and life for you now? 

 Are you free from your past sins, illnesses, addictions, or other vices? If not yet, are you 
seeing progress and a turn towards virtue? 

 Have you been able to forgive others and those who have done wrong to you? 

 Do you see your prayer life and your desire to spend more time with God growing within 
yourself? 

 Do you have a stronger desire to serve others? 

 How do you see God at work in your life now? 

When you share your testimony, if there are dramatic examples of sin in your life, speak of 
them in general ways. You want to avoid shocking others so that their mind lingers on the sins 
that you committed in the past instead of God’s grace in your life. Your group coach can assist 
you in this process. 

What to Do: 

 Ask the Holy Spirit to inspire you to say only that which he wants you to say. 

 Speak clearly and make eye contact. 

 Speak directly to the person you are evangelizing, not to other people or team members 
that you are evangelizing with. It is very easy to unconsciously default to speaking 
towards those you are most familiar with. 

 Practice your testimony. It will make you more confident when it comes time to share 
the wonderful works God has done in your life with others. 

 Be brief. Generally you do not want to share a testimony that is longer than 2-3 
minutes, unless you are giving a presentation to a room of people and they know to 
expect a longer explanation.  

 Know what you are going to say and what you want the person you are evangelizing to 
get out of your testimony. 

 
A possible outline could be: 

 Begin with an interesting story. 

 Describe your early faith life, to the degree that you were distant from, or not as close 
as you are now, to God and the Catholic Church. 

 Tell the story of how and why this changed, perhaps gradually or suddenly, in your life. 

 Explain what difference a relationship with Jesus and the Catholic Church has made in 
your life. 

 Conclude with a thought-provoking comment, question, or loving challenge to those 
present. You could ask “Doesn’t that kind of peace sound like something you want in 
your own life?” 

 Allow those you meet to see your joy in the Lord and your love for his Church. 
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What to Avoid 

 Do not give a biography of your life; although it is important to you. In a testimony only 
that which is relevant to how you came to love Jesus and his Church should be included, 
so every detail you include must in some way serve this purpose. 

 Do not use Catholic terminology or phrases that would be unfamiliar to inquirers and 
participants. As Catholics we speak “Catholicese”, but don’t assume others know that 
the Trinity, Blessed Mother Eucharist, Adoration, or Real Presence are. If you must use a 
Catholic term, define it first. 

 Do not exaggerate elements of your story, or downplay things out of a false sense of 
humility. Be authentic! 

 Do not be negative about other people or other religious organizations; a testimony is 
about hope and your thankfulness for God’s mercies. If you became Catholic and left the 
Baptist denomination, you can still speak of the good things you remember from your 
time as a Baptist. 

 Do not read your testimony from a pre-written text; this is your story, to simply be told 
from the heart. 

 Do not be afraid; the focus is not on you, but on the works of God in your life. 
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Session 12: Exercise 5 – Sharing Your Testimony 

Write Your Testimony. Use the guidelines on the previous pages and look back to your 
threshold outline. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Shorten it to 3 main points. 

What was your life like before Christ:  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How did Jesus change your life? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What is your life like now? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

When coming up to give your testimony you may not use any notes. You may look at your 

bullet points if you need to, but try to speak from your heart. You know your story – be 

confident! You will practice with a partner before sharing with the group.  
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Session 13: Practical Apologetics 
 

“Jesus, my Divine Spouse, grant that I may ever keep my baptismal robe spotless. 
Take me from this world rather than let me tarnish my soul by one small 
voluntary fault. May I seek and find You alone! May no mortal creatures absorb 
my heart, nor I theirs! May nothing in the world ever disturb my peace! O Jesus, 
it is peace I beg of You. Peace and above all, boundless love. Jesus, let me die for 
You, a martyr; grant me martyrdom of soul or of body, or better still, grant me 
both! Grant that I may keep my vows perfectly, that no one may trouble about 
me; that I may be trampled underfoot, forgotten like a tiny grain of sand. I offer 
myself to You, my Beloved, that You may do in me everything You will, 
unhindered by any created obstacle.” 

- St. Therese of Lisieux, The Story of a Soul 

An Introduction to Apologetics for the Evangelist 

The work of evangelization is not combative. There is a temptation of many called to 
evangelization to have a combative attitude and a “me vs the world” mentality. That is not to 
negate the role of spiritual warfare, which we are constantly a part of, but those we seek to 

evangelize are not our enemies. Our role is not to defeat 
them in apologetics. Like the Little Flower we must first 
humbly submit ourselves to God, and show that we are 
intentional disciples of Jesus Christ. When people see us, 
they must know that we are at peace with God and have 
a sense that we are there to share that peace with them.  

Our street evangelists find that only about 5% of their 
conversations are about apologetics. SPSE provides tracts 
on the Catholic faith to take a lot of the work out of 
answering questions about the faith as they arise. 
Apologetics can be evangelizing but it is not, in itself, the 
primary method of evangelization. The primary means of 
evangelization is the proclamation of the Good News of 
Jesus Christ, and a hearers response to accept that Good 
News.  

People are singularly attracted to the Dominican Sisters of 
Mary, Mother of the Eucharist out of Ann Arbor, MI because they are at peace and filled with 
joy. They know the Bible, their creed, and can make a defense of the faith, but first and 
foremost they want people to know that God loves them, and they show that love in the way in 
which they carry themselves. They are the opposite of belligerent. They are meek. Their 
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strength is found in their meekness. In apologetics we must be ready. “But in your hearts 
reverence Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls you to 
account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence.” (1 Peter 3:15 RSV) 

Successful evangelical apologists are faithful, gentle, reverent, meek, joyful, and full of ardor. 
Apologists know their faith, but they also know their limits. A great apologist wins converts by 
the exercise of their faith more so than the answers they give. I have found that giving answers 
to questions people have about the Catholic faith helps remove walls that are stopping people 
from having a relationship with Christ, however once those walls are down a bridge must still 
be built. Showing fundamentalists that Catholics do not worship Mary removes the wall 
between them and the Blessed Mother and builds trust. It does not necessarily mean that they 
are open to change in their life. That will come through you and other Catholics who are living 
your faith and showing them the result of the change you made in your life. If your faith has 
made you a miserable, angry, wretched human being you can win all of the arguments in the 
world, and you will still not move one person to become Catholic. 

The saints are the finest apologists we have in our Catholic faith by the lives they have lived and 
the exhortations they have made about God, recorded for us to read and hear. If we want to 
convince people to become Catholic, we must be both holy and approachable. That much 
abused cliché that St. Francis did not say “Preach the Gospel at all times and use words when 
necessary” is absolutely not what the saints did to win converts. They preached the Gospel at 
all times with their lives, and used words because the holy name of Jesus was constantly on 
their lips. 

We live in a pluralistic world where street evangelists consistently hear that the Church is 
bigoted, intolerant, and that everyone is okay just as they are for their own beliefs. Like Rome, 
there are many strange gods competing for our attention and our culture has embraced many 
idols. In this course we are going to give explanations for common misunderstandings that 
people have about the Catholic faith. Then we will continue to follow up with monthly modules 
that you will always have access to so you can come back and retrain and relearn over time. 

You can’t know it all – but you can know a lot. You probably know a lot more than you think you 
do. Pitted against an expert in any one field such as theology, biology, anthropology, or 
philosophy you may not be able to fully engage someone opposed to the faith. The good news 
is, you don’t have to. If you realize you are talking to an atheist who can best you at every turn 
you have the opportunity to listen, learn, and respect them and thank them for their views. And 
yet – that does not stop you from still making an invitation for them to come to church. Always 
be honest. Most people will respect you in turn. 
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The Practice of Apologetics in the New Evangelization 

What do we mean when we use the words apologetics and evangelization? 

The word evangelization, simply put, is the proclamation of the Gospel.  We preach the Gospel 
first and foremost with our lives, but we must also use words with the goal of working with God 
to bring people into relationship with Jesus Christ in his Church. That is evangelization, and it is 
for this reason that the Church exists, and all Catholics are obligated to take part in this mission 
of the Church. 

We get the word apologetics from the word apology, not as we use the word apology today, 
but as used in the classical sense. It comes from the Greek word apologia – which means to give 
a reasoned defense. This word apologia, was often used in ancient times to refer to the defense 
a lawyer would provide for his client during a trial, such as we see when the philosopher 
Socrates was put on trial for the crimes of corrupting the youth and impiety. Socrates was put 
on trial for these crimes, and he made a reasoned defense of his case.  This defense was later 
chronicled by Plato in his famous work, called “The Apology”. 

Fast forward about 400 years, from the time of Plato, to 
that of the infant Church. The early Christians were often 
engaged in apologetics.  Of course they were.  They had to 
defend their beliefs to the Jews, to the pagans, and even to 
other Christians that had fallen into heresy.   

They had to defend the truth of the belief that God exists 
and that He is one.  Further, they had to defend the 
Christian belief that Jesus was the Messiah and that He was 
true God and true man.  That he truly rose from the dead. 
That he founded a Church.  That He becomes truly present 
in the Eucharist and so on. 

Let’s look at our modern world.  When we speak of Catholic apologetics, we are not only 
defending the beliefs of Christianity, but also the beliefs that are particular to the Catholic 
Church. Beliefs such as the primacy of Peter and the infallibility of the pope.  The marian 
doctrines and the communion of the Saints.  Our belief in purgatory and salvation.  And so on. 

Now, before we get into how we use apologetics in evangelization, first we need to clear up a 
very common misconception.  Often people say, “You know, I’d be a great evangelist, because 
I’m great at apologetics!” We hear this, or some variation of this, all the time at St. Paul Street 
Evangelization. The implication is that evangelization is primarily a work focused on apologetics.   

This is a common misconception and most of us are used to thinking this way.  Some of our 
evangelists used to go out to evangelize and when they would get into conversations with 
people would purposely steer the conversation into apologetics.   



SPSE | 73  
 

Some of our evangelists would do this without even thinking about it.  For example, we might 
start a conversation by offering someone a Rosary and asking if they are Catholic.  Upon finding 
out that they were Baptist, we might say something like, “the Baptist Church teaches that 
salvation is by Faith alone, but the Bible says that works have a role to play.  Would you like me 
to show you from scripture why the Catholic position is correct?” 

Or if someone would tell me that they are an atheist, we would go directly into apologetic 
arguments for the existence of God. After spending thousands of hours engaged in public 
evangelization, we have learned a lot. We have learned not only through experience, but also 
by studying more closely what the Church actually teaches on the subject of evangelization.   

Documents such as Evangelii Nuntiandi by Pope Paul VI, Redemptoris Missio by Pope John Paul 
the second, and most recently Evangelii Gaudium, or the Joy of the Gospel, by Pope Francis 
have taught us a lot about the role of apologetics in evangelization. 

Evangelization is the proclamation of the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ.  As 
evangelists, it is our job to work with God to bring people into right relationship with Jesus 
Christ in His Church. 

We do this through the JOYFUL proclamation of 
the kerygma, which is the story of salvation: that 
God loves us and created us to be in relationship 
with him, that we have broken that relationship 
due to sin, that Jesus Christ suffered death and 
rose from the dead in order to allow for the 
restoration of that relationship, that we are saved 
by grace through a working Faith in Jesus, that we 
are guided by and have access to grace through 
the Catholic Church which Jesus established, and 
finally that the Holy Spirit will come and change 
and perfect us, resulting in true joy and peace 
here on earth and in eternity.  This is the Gospel, 
the Good News of Salvation! 

Pope John Paul II in Redemptoris Missio and in 
Catechesi Tradendae points out that before 
explanation and teaching you have to have the 

Kerygma.  He defines the Kerygma as the first announcement of the Gospel through which a 
man or woman decides to commit their life to Jesus and recognize him as Lord. He says that 
unless this moment has happened, you cannot grow in Christian life. (Redemptoris Missio, 
44ff) 

Note that it is through the proclamation of the Kerygma that Holy Spirit acts and can bring a 
person to Faith.  Father Cantalamessa, who has served as the preacher to the papal household 
since 1980, under each of our last 3 popes, while preaching to Pope Benedict reiterates this 
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point and states that faith only follows from the proclamation of the Kerygma (Forming 
Intentional Disciples, 202). 

Now, conversely, we must note that apologetic argumentation itself cannot bring a person to 
faith like the kerygma can, and this is a very important distinction. So, if apologetic 
argumentation cannot bring a person to faith, what is its purpose? 

One Christian apologist said that the role of apologetics is to clear up misconceptions. While 
apologetics cannot bring a person to faith, it can be useful in giving a person intellectual 
permission to come to faith once he has heard the proclamation of Jesus.   

For example, you have many atheists who reject the existence of God because they falsely 
misunderstand what it is that we mean by God.  This misconception needs to be cleared up 
before a person will allow himself to come to faith.  Once we clear up the misconception, he 
now has given himself permission to respond to the Kerygma.  He is open to the action of the 
Holy Spirit in his soul now, whereas he was closed off before. 

Practical Examples of Apologetics in Evangelization 

Now, let’s move on into specifics on how we should and should not use apologetics in Catholic 
evangelization. 

The good news is, that to be an effective evangelist, you don’t need to be a professional 
apologist.  Most of our team members at St. Paul Street Evangelization are not professional 
apologists. Look, many of the greatest evangelists in history were not studied professional 
theologians or apologists.  Look at most of the apostles…  They were fisherman! Look at the 
Samaritan woman at the well in John 4.  She had an encounter with Jesus, and went out 
proclaiming Jesus Christ to anyone that would listen. God used her as an evangelist for our Lord 
Jesus Christ, she planted seeds and God made those seeds grow. 

Look at St. Francis, he had an encounter with Jesus Christ, he was converted, and God used him 
to change the world.  Was St. Francis a theologian or professional apologist?  No!  

The list goes on and on.  To share Jesus Christ with people, you need a love for Jesus, and a 
willingness to share him with others.  Don’t be intimidated, or afraid to share your faith just 
because you don’t know everything about it.  It’s been said that if you waited until you know 
something perfectly before you share it with others, then you wouldn’t end up sharing 
anything.  

Now, does this mean we shouldn’t be interested in learning our faith, in learning how to 
effectively defend it in certain situations?  Of Course not.  St. Peter tells us to always be 
prepared to give a defense to those that call us to account for the hope that is in us.  We should 
always be striving to learn more about our faith.  Learn a little more every day.   

Some things that you can do to learn the faith are: 
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1. ___________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________________________ 

5. ___________________________________________________ 

6. ___________________________________________________ 

7. ___________________________________________________ 

The point is, do something.  There are so many resources available to us Catholics. Just keep 
learning a little more about your faith every day, and you’ll be in great shape. 

How to Be an Evangelical Apologist 

1. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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St. Paul Street Evangelization provides resources for apologetics including: 

 Apologetic tracts like the one you see below. 

 Apologetic forums where thousands of evangelists from around the world can help you 
answer difficult questions. 

 An online course in apologetics on our training website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Paul Street Evangelization Tracts for Supporting Members & Teams 
Our tracts have received the imprimatur from His Excellency Earl Boyea, Bishop of Lansing. 
 

 Tract 1 – Divinity of Christ 

 Tract 2 – Contraception and Sterilization 

 Tract 3 – Petrine Primacy and the Authority of Popes 

 Tract 4 – How to Pray the Rosary 

 Tract 5 – Marriage and Annulments 

 Tract 6 – Suffering 

 Tract 7 – Eucharist – (True Worship) 

 Tract 8 – Sexual Purity 

 Tract 9 – Short Answers to Common Objections 

 Tract 10 – The Last Things 

 Tract 11 – Becoming Catholic  

 Tract 12 – Homosexuality 

 Tract 13 – Mary 

 Tract 14 – Salvation 

 Tract 15 – Reasons to Return to the Catholic Church 

 Tract 16 – Existence of God 

 Tract 17 – The Trinity 

 Tract 18 – Praying to the Saints 

 Tract 19 – Abortion 

 Tract 20 – Confession 

 Tract 21 – About SPSE 

 Tract 22 – Bible Alone?  

 Tract 23 – Marian Doctrines 

 Tract 24 - Scriptural Reference Guide  
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Part II – Common Apologetics Questions & Answers 

The following are quick answers to use when answering questions about the Catholic faith. Our 
street teams are instructed not to spend more than 30 seconds on a question because we are 
more concerned about the persons relationship with Jesus Christ than we are about getting into 
a debate. It is true though that people can have genuine intellectual stumbling blocks keeping 
them from a relationship with God. We can help tear down these walls quickly and effectively 
by knowing a few answers to common questions.  

I don’t believe in God, I believe in science! 

That is good, I believe in science too, as a matter of fact I love science! Now my guess is that 

you have spoken with Christians before who don’t believe in science, but this is not true of the 

Catholic Church. For instance did you know that the Big Bang theory originated with a Catholic 

priest?  

And this may surprise you, but God believes in science as well. After all He created it. You could 

actually call Him the Ultimate Scientist.  

Some of the greatest scientist in history, such as Isaac Newton, Copernicus, Galileo, and Pascal 

loved science, but also believed in God. 

Science is awesome, but it can only answer questions we can measure. It cannot prove the 

existence of love, or how we got here, or what our purpose for being here is. So there is 

something beyond science that merits belief as well. Something or Someone exists who can 

give us the answers to those deepest questions about ourselves. We call that Someone God and 

I don’t know what you have heard about Him, but I can tell you from my own personal 

experience that He exists and that He loves you and He proved it by dying on the Cross for the 

forgiveness of sins. We both know that we have done things to hurt other people and 

ourselves, even though we try hard not to we just can’t seem to do the right thing in certain 

areas. When Jesus died and rose from the dead He restored our relationship with God and He 

wants to help us overcome those things we do that are hurtful. Let me give you this pamphlet 

on the Existence of God, this CD on Our Lady of Fatima and the Miracle of the Sun, and my 

business card so you can call me if you have any questions. 

God is a Myth. There is no proof for the existence of God.  

St. Thomas Aquinas offers five famous classic proofs for the existence of God.  

1. Cause of Motion - Every moving thing was ultimately moved by another. Nothing moves 

by itself but was set into motion by something else. We can choose to move our own 

body, but our body was set in motion by our mother’s womb. There must have been a 

first mover that itself did not need to be moved. Only God fits this possibility.  
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2. Efficient Cause – All things come into being from something else. A watchmaker creates 

a watch. A tree comes from a seed. A star is born from cosmic dust and forces. Like the 

first mover, there must be a first, eternal cause to explain the existence of anything. 

Only God fits this possibility for the existence of anything rather than the existence of 

nothing. 

3. Necessary Being – There must be a necessary being who simply is and cannot be 

destroyed for anything to exist. All things that are capable of coming into and out of 

existence depend on the one Being who is permanent and not capable of coming in and 

out of existence.  

4. Gradation – Those things that are perfect in some ways are measures of a thing that is 

perfect in all ways. Our ability to compare and detect flaw, such as in a table, or an 

argument is compared to that which is without such a flaw. It assumes a standard 

against which to make measurements. Thus there must be something that is perfect in 

all ways and the final standard of that which is finished and that which is flawed. Our 

experience of truth, goodness, and beauty reflect God as the perfect standard.  

5. Teleology – All things in the world have a purpose, and this purpose is given to all things 

by God. Even without the ability to reason animals work and act towards a particular 

end, such as their survival as an individual or through reproduction for their species. 

These instincts reflect a purpose given to them by an intelligence. We call this 

intelligence God who ultimately ordered all things towards himself.  

If God exists, why is there so much evil? 

May I ask you a question? Do you see the amount of evil in the world as a kind of philosophical 

argument against God's existence or just something that upsets you and makes you wonder 

why God would allow it? (Atheist can answer...Sort of both. I don't know why God would allow 

so many bad things to happen to so many people) I feel the same way sometimes. It's hard to 

watch innocent people suffer, but do you think God may have good reasons to allow suffering? 

(atheist - what do you mean?) Well, God created us with free will, or the ability to choose 

between good and evil. So, while people can choose to love and be compassionate, they can 

choose to hate or hurt others. I think a lot of evil comes from people abusing their free will, but 

I am still glad God gave us free will. (atheist... I don't see what is what is so special about free 

will when compared to all the evil in the world) Evil is bad, but good is, well Good! Do you think 

love and courage are special and make the world a better place? (atheist... sure) then if people 

were merely robots without free will, would love and courage have any meaning? I mean it is 

hard to see how someone who is free can love or be brave when there is no choice involved. 

(atheist... But God can do anything. Couldn't he have made only people who choose to do 

good?) Do you think God should have made you or me, even though we do things that are both 

good AND bad? (atheist - Ok that makes sencse) 
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How can God be one and three at the same time? 

Ah yes, the great mystery of the faith! It is something that man cannot fully understand and 

that is divinely revealed by God. Our finite minds cannot fully grasp the infinite. Yet, we believe 

it because God has said that it is true. No one has the capacity to fully comprehend the infinite 

even if God were to try to explain it to us. There is no contradiction in the One Nature and 

Three Persons of the Trinity. We do not say that there are three persons and one person at the 

same time, but that there is one nature and three persons. Simply because we cannot 

understand it does not mean it is irrational. Try as I might, I have no grasp of calculus. When 

there are more letters than numbers in mathematics I get lost. However, that does not mean 

higher mathematics are illogical or irrational. I simply do not have the capacity to understand 

them. That is likewise true with the doctrine of the Trinity, except no one short of God fully 

comprehends this central mystery of the faith.  

Jesus was a good man, but he was not God. 

I agree that Jesus was a good man! His teachings and actions reflect that of someone who is 

truly good. The Christian claim though is that he was not only a good man, but that he has a 

fully divine nature and a fully human nature united in one person. We call this the Hypostatic 

Union. Now the only way you could claim that Jesus is a good man is because you trust what 

the Bible says about Jesus, which is where we have our information about him. Jesus Christ 

accepted the worship of St. Thomas when he proclaimed “My Lord & my God” in John 20:28. 

He himself claimed to be God in John 10:30. Either Jesus was God or He was insane (and 

therefore not a good man, though at best an insane man with good intentions) or he was a 

perpetual liar (and still not a good man). However, his personal character, his teaching, his 

miracles, his fulfillment of prophecy, and most importantly, his Resurrection lead us to only one 

logical and reasonable conclusion. The institution which he founded on earth, the Catholic 

Church, has outlived every human institution. Caesar is dead. His successor is nowhere to be 

found. Even Rome fell. Jesus Christ reigns in heaven and his successor occupies the chair of 

Peter in Rome. Jesus came to inaugurate the Kingdom of Heaven on earth and we can have a 

relationship with Him by faith through God’s grace. If we repent of our sins, accept the free gift 

of God, and are baptized we will be adopted into God’s family and we will be saved. Doesn’t 

that sound great?! 

All religions lead to God. 

There is truth in what you say, but I think you would agree that there are some religions that 

lead to God better than others. By observing the world around him, man has always recognized 

that there must be a being or beings that are vastly superior to him. Man tried to worship these 

invisible gods and formed what are called natural or manmade religions. Some of these even 
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sacrificed their babies to appease and worship these gods. God does not want this! He desires 

to reveal Himself to man and He did just that with the Jews first and later He came down to 

earth taking on human flesh in order to reveal Himself to the fullest. Catholicism is the result of 

Jesus’ visit to earth 2000 years ago.  

Unlike Mohammad, or Buddha, or the founder of any other religion, Jesus claimed to be God. 

He proved it with the many miracles He performed in front of thousands of witnesses. Jesus 

died on the Cross and rose from the dead so that we can know the Merciful Love God has for 

us. When God forgives our sins He does not remember them anymore. No other religion has 

any kind of belief system such as this. Jesus also promises us that He will give us all of the help 

we need to overcome the behaviors that are hurtful to ourselves and our loves ones. He does 

this through the Sacraments of the Catholic Church. The Sacraments are lifelines from God and 

He promises to help all who call to Him for help. If you would like to know more about the 

Sacraments or Jesus, please let me give you a CD or a tract that will explain it more. 

Catholics worship Mary and the saints. 

If any Catholic worshipped Mary as God that person would be guilty of a serious sin against the 

First Commandment. He would be guilty of a mortal sin and place his soul in danger of the fires 

of hell unless he repented of his sins and received absolution. Mary is not worthy of divine 

worship, but she is worthy of honor. While she is a true mother, just like you have a true 

mother, her Son is God. Even the angel Gabriel venerated her and addresses her by her title 

“full of grace” instead of her name. This title is significant because kecharitōmĕnē the perfect 

passive participle of charitŏō and is used in such a sense that God has already filled Mary with 

grace previous to this point and she is still filled with divine life. As the vessel that is going to 

hold God himself, this makes sense doesn’t it? Mary is God’s handiwork and creation, who has 

a significant role in salvation history, so Catholics honor Mary with the same title that Gabriel 

honored her with. Just as we are Jesus’ brothers and sisters by adoption, so too is Mary our 

mother by our adoption into the family of God.  

Likewise the saints are our family members who have gone before us, run the good race of 

salvation, and are now examples of holiness for us to follow. Just like you have pictures of your 

family in your wallet or on your walls, and just like institutions create statues of George 

Washington and Shakespeare, does not mean that they are worshipping them as divine. They 

do them great honor by depicting and remembering them. Just like we ask our family members 

here on earth to pray for us, we too ask the saints in heaven who are more alive and closer to 

God than we are now, to pray for us. This is not worship. 
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Mary had other children than Jesus. 

You are referring to Matthew 13:55-56 right? I’m so glad that you are reading and being 

attentive to the Bible. It is the Word of God, Amen? When we interpret scripture we need to 

take into account the cultural context in which it is written. In this case, the Jewish expression 

“brothers and sisters of the Lord” refers to those who belong to the same tribe. In this case the 

author is making a reference to the cousins of Jesus.  

Joseph was given to Mary as a guardian to the Holy Family and foster father of Jesus. Scripture 

says that he did not have relations with Mary before Jesus was born and gave no indication that 

they had relations or other children after Jesus was born either. Celibacy, being honored in 

scripture; Mary being the holiest woman to live, preserved from all sin by grace; Jesus being the 

Son of God and God’s desire for there to be no doubt of His divinity; the prophecy of Isaiah 

7:14; Mary’s surprise and intention to remain a virgin in Luke 1:34; Joseph’s death before 

Passion of the Christ; and all other evidence leads us to believe and the Church to infallibly 

declare that Mary is perpetually virgin. 

The Catholic Church teaches that we can work our way to heaven. 

That is quite the claim! Where does it come from, I wonder? Are we talking about Mosaic works 

of the law, or good works? You know, there are two major heresies related works salvation. The 

first was taught by Pelagius in the early 5th century. He rejected infant baptism and original sin 

and taught that man can come to salvation without the aid of divine help. This is true works 

salvation and was rejected by the Catholic Council of Carthage in 418. Later on, another 

doctrine popped up called semi-pelagianism. It taught that the beginning of faith is an act of 

our free will, and that God’s grace helps us throughout the rest of our life to bring us to heaven. 

The Catholic Church again rejected such as heresy in the Council of Orange in 529. So far so 

good right? There is no disagreement between Protestants and Catholics that these are both 

wrong beliefs.  

Catholics believe that we are saved by faith in Jesus Christ, but not that we are saved by faith 

alone in Jesus Christ. He gives us the grace to be able to respond to the Good News so that we 

can freely accept salvation by faith in Jesus Christ and be baptized. We can cooperate with this 

grace or we can reject it. In the book of James while teaching to professing Christians he says 

that we are not saved by faith alone. “What does it profit a man, my brethren, if a man says he 

has faith but has not works? Can his faith save him?...You see that a man is justified by works 

and not by faith alone.” (James 2:14, 24) The Christian is saved by the “obedience of faith.” 

(Romans 1:5, 16:26) He will be judged by his Christians works (Matthew 25:31-46). A Christian 

can only do these works though by grace as well – he can only cooperate with the will of God 
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and he cannot save himself apart from his faith in Christ at any time. God allows us to freely 

cooperate with his grace for our salvation or to reject him. 

Are you saved? 

Do you mean have I been saved from sin? Do you mean, am I going to go to heaven if I die right 

now? Have I been justified by the sacrifice of Christ on the cross? What a great question! Thank 

you for asking it. I am glad that you are concerned about my relationship with Christ. Pray for 

me and I will pray for you.  

In a word – YES! I am saved. Just as the Bible teaches I have been saved by baptism (Ephesians 

2:5, 8-13; 2 Timothy 1:9, Titus 3:5), I am being saved by faith (1 Corinthians 15:2; Philippians 

2:12); and if I persevere to the end I will be saved (Matthew 10:22, 24:13, Mark 13:13, Romans 

5:9-10, 2 Timothy 4:7, 1 Timothy 1:19).  

How about you? Do you have access to all of the means of grace that Jesus gave us to run the 

race? Baptism? Eucharist? Confession? Confirmation? I would love to tell you more about the 

Catholic faith.  

You cannot lose your salvation. 

Salvation consists in becoming a member of the family of God. Scripture is filled with examples 

of those who, in both the Old and New Testament, were at once members of the vine, 

incorporated into the family of God who reject God and leave the family. This is a question of 

perseverance. Scripture does not teach that once we believe in Jesus we are guaranteed to go 

to heaven no matter what we do. Jesus taught the apostle of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15. The 

son was a proper son of the father, incorporated into the family, an heir to the father in the 

family. The son declared the father dead to him, demanded his inheritance and left the family. 

He swindled his inheritance and was for all purposes dead. This is an analogy of the kingdom of 

God. If we, baptized children of God reject that grace we have been given and squander our 

inheritance (eternal life) returning again to the filth of sin, unless we repent and ask for 

forgiveness (which the Father never tires of giving) can, through final impenitence, go to hell, 

having made a shipwreck of our faith. St. Paul, in 1 Corinthians 9:27 teaches us that unless we 

chastise our body and sinful desires we can become castaways and lose our inheritance. He 

warns against the sin of presumption a little later in 10:12 when he states that the person who 

is sure of their salvation needs to be warned lest he falls. 

Where is purgatory in the bible? 

This is a very common question and you are right that the word “purgatory” is not in the Bible. 

However, the word Trinity is also not in the Bible, but we see evidence for the doctrine of the 
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Trinity throughout scripture. Would you agree that the Trinity is one of the foundational 

teachings of Christianity even though the word doesn’t appear in scripture? God revealed both 

the Trinity and purgatory to us.  

There actually are several areas in Scripture where the doctrine of purgatory can be found. In 1 

Corinthians 3 it says on the day a man dies he will be judged, and for those who have believed 

in Jesus their works will be tested by fire and verse 15 says “If any man's work is burned up, he 

will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.” Now if this man were 

in heaven he would not be able to suffer any kind of loss, much less one “as through fire”, so he 

cannot be in heaven. What about hell? Well Scripture is clear about the fact that he was saved 

and no one in hell can be saved. So there must be some other “place” that is neither heaven 

nor hell and Catholics call that Purgatory. Purgatory is God’s refining fire.  

This in no way discounts what Jesus did on the Cross for us. In fact, Catholic teaching is that 

purgatory is a part of God’s merciful plan of salvation. It is an act of his love and that is what we 

experience in purgatory as we purified of our sinful desires and any temporary consequence of 

sin so that we can live with God forever in heaven without sin. If you would like to find out 

more about where you can find Church teaching in the Bible I can give you a tract and a CD. 

I love Jesus, not religion.  

It is awesome that you love Jesus, because I love Him too and He is the reason I want to share 

my Catholic faith with others. Religion can be a very confusing issue, because there are so many 

“religious” followers of Christ that don’t act as if they love Jesus or are loved by Him. Religion is 

a set of beliefs and how we act on those beliefs in practice. I think what you are trying to say, as 

a follower of Jesus is that you are deeply religious because you act on the beliefs that you hold 

so closely in your heart. I would agree it is possible to do religious acts without having a 

relationship with God. It would be really hard to have a relationship with Jesus and not act on it 

though, don’t you agree? 

St. Paul, in 1 Timothy 3:16, identifies Jesus as the mystery of “our religion”. He is the central 

focus! In addition those who embrace the power of that religion of Jesus will be lovers of God, 

humble, concerned about the consequences of their actions, trustworthy, lovers of the good, 

gentle, truthful, merciful, compassionate, grateful, and peaceful people (2 Tim 3:5).  

The Catholic religion is the ONLY Christian religion in St. Paul’s time. Jesus established the 

Catholic Church (Matt. 16:18) so that we can become all of these things St. Paul speaks of. It is 

through the Sacraments of His Church that He gives us the grace we need to become lovers of 

God.  
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Our Sunday services, which we call Mass, exist to worship Jesus and learn from His Holy Word. 

The reason I am Catholic and out here speaking to you is because I want to bring the world into 

deep intimate relationship with Jesus. If you want to know more about the Sacraments and 

how Jesus established the Catholic Church, here is a pamphlet and CD. 

Why do Catholics call their priest Father when Jesus says: "Call no man Father". 

You are right Matthew tells us that Jesus did say that and if Jesus was saying that in a literal way 

then I would agree that Catholics need to find another term for their priests. There is a problem 

though, the word father is in the Bible over 2000 times and most of them are calling men 

father. Isaiah identifies Eli'akim as a father of the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the house of 

Judah and St. Paul uses the term father to identify himself as a spiritual father to Timothy (Phil 

2:22) and Ones'imus (Phlm 1:10.) He even uses the term father in reference to himself and his 

relationship with the Churches in Thessalonica and Corinth. Scripture also tells us that St. Paul 

was a priest as well as a bishop (2 Tim 1:11) “For this gospel I was appointed a preacher and 

apostle and teacher.” So St. Paul in Scripture refers to himself as father in his role as Apostle, 

bishop and priest.  

We are not offending the one who died for our sins so that we may live for all eternity with the 

Trinity in heaven by calling a priest father. You could say that we are merely imitating St. Paul, 

and we recognize that our priests who share in the priesthood of Christ are our spiritual fathers 

in and through Him. 

Now when our Lord and Savior Jesus said in Matthew “call no man father” He was saying that 

God the Father in heaven is True God and True Father, so do not give that honor, which is due 

only to God the Father, to a man: Do not revere any man as a god. Would you like a tract that 

more fully explains this and will give some of the Scripture references? 

The priest sex abuse proves that the Catholic Church is false.  Bad fruit, bad tree. 

The priest sex scandal and subsequent cover-up may be the darkest time in the 2000 year 

Church history. There is no excuse for what went on and in the words of Pope Benedict XVI it 

was “despicable”. Anyone who was involved needs to go to jail! That said, scandal in the Church 

has existed as long as the Church. In fact, we have an example of scandal in the Church in Judas, 

Jesus’ apostle and friend, who was also a thief who betrayed Our Lord. Now, does the fact that 

one of the first twelve priests was a wicked man prove that the Church at that time was evil? Of 

course not! 

 

God promised to protect the Church from error in matters of faith and morals, but He never 

promised to protect the Church from sinners. In fact, He prepared us for sinners in Matthew 

13:24-28 with the parable of the weeds and the wheat. Jesus said that in the Church (the 
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Kingdom of God), the Devil would sow evil seeds that would grow with the wheat until the end 

of time, where the weeds will be separated from the wheat and thrown into the fire. 

 

Why do some people become “weeds” rather than “wheat”? Tragically, they misuse the gift of 

freedom God has given to us. Our freedom is the capacity to choose what is good, motivated by 

love, but we can also misuse this gift by choosing what is evil. Yet we know that in Jesus love 

conquers sin and death! Jesus tells us, "In the world you will have trouble, but take courage, I 

have conquered the world!" (John 16:33) So don’t despair. The Church has sinners in it and 

always will, but she will never officially teach error! She is the Bride of Christ, and she will never 

fail you. 

Catholics don't know the bible.  

You know, you’re right and it's tragic! Too many Catholics and Protestants don't know the bible. 

I don’t think they understand well enough that the bible is the inspired word of God and should 

be read every day. If they did read it every day they would come to more deeply understand 

that God created us to be in relationship with Him, both here and for all eternity and that He 

loves us so much that He sent His only Son Jesus to restore that relationship, which we have 

broken by our sinful actions, through His Life, Passion, Death and Resurrection. Catholics might 

also realize that Jesus established the Catholic Church to maximize our access to His saving 

Grace and that we are saved by Grace through a working Faith in Jesus, The bible has this life 

saving information within, but too many Catholics don't ever pick up the bible. The Good News 

is that this is changing and many Catholics are starting to read it and even join Bible study 

groups. 

Now, the Catholic understanding of the Bible is that we believe that it is the Word of God. Jesus 

taught the Apostles orally and these teachings were handed down from the Apostles as seen in 

second Timothy 2:2 and some, but not all, of those oral teachings were written down. The 

writings are the Bible and the oral teachings are called Sacred Tradition. St. Paul tells us 

specifically in second book of Thessalonians 2:15 “to hold fast to the traditions that he passed 

on, both by word and by letter” So Paul is telling us that the Word of God is both written and 

oral. If you are interested in learning more about this, here is a great pamphlet and a CD by 

Scott Hahn. 

The Catholic Church is based on the traditions of men, not on the Bible. 

It is true that the Catholic Church holds to both the Bible and Tradition, but it is important to 

understand what the Church means by Apostolic Tradition. We believe that God has revealed 

himself to us and made his will known to man. He did this through both His words and actions. 

We come to know about God principally through two means: 1) the Bible, or the written word 



SPSE | 86  
 

of God; and 2) Apostolic Tradition, or the oral preaching of the Apostles and the living 

transmission of the message of the Gospel. Both are given to us by God, and both are handed 

on through Apostolic Succession and protected by the Holy Spirit through the Church that Jesus 

founded. God loves to use us and have our cooperation in his plan of salvation! He had men 

write down the words of the Bible. 

The Apostles hand down the deposit of faith – that which God has revealed to us – through 

traditions to us today through what is called Apostolic Succession (most especially the Good 

News of salvation through Jesus' life, death, and Resurrection). St. Paul tells Timothy in 2 

Timothy 2 to find faithful men to pass on what he has been taught by Paul, so that they can 

teach others as well. This is the first four generations of Apostolic Tradition.  

Now the Bible, which the Church venerates as the Word of God, was not compiled together and 

recognized as one canon until around the year 400 and by that time the Catholic Church was 

just about everywhere in the known world. So the Church existed for over 300 years before the 

books in the Bible were put together into one book.  

St. Paul also talks about Apostolic Tradition in 2 Thessalonians 2:15 when he instructs the 

Thessalonians and us to hold fast to both the oral and written Traditions he passed on. If you 

are interested in learning more about this here is a great pamphlet and a CD by Scott Hahn. 

The Catholic Church is homophobic and intolerant of homosexuals.  

Unfortunately there are many Catholics who act this way and if you know of a Catholic who has 

mistreated someone with same-sex attraction issues I would like to personally apologize on 

behalf of the Church. Many Catholics have a distorted view of what Church teaching is on 

human sexuality. The Church teaches that homosexuals must be accepted with respect, 

compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be 

avoided. (CCC 2358)  

Having said this, the Church also teaches that any sexual act outside the context of marriage is 

harmful and this includes individuals with same sex attraction. The Church doesn’t say that 

these people do not truly care very deeply for each other. The Church is not condemning 

anyone, but calling out something that is harmful to ourselves and others for what it is. The 

Church believes human sexuality is good! A man and woman unite together in the protection of 

marriage for stability, child rearing, and their union. Sex before marriage, masturbation, 

pornography, sex trafficking, homosexual acts even with someone we care deeply about, and 

other sins ultimately harm our dignity. 

Now we both know that there are a lot of people who have fallen short in this area, including 

myself. This is why God the Father sent His only begotten Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus died on the 
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Cross for the forgiveness of our sins: He did not come to condemn us but to save us. He 

founded the Catholic Church to bring this forgiveness to the world through her Sacraments, 

specifically Baptism, Confession, and most especially the Eucharist. Through these Sacraments 

we not only are able to obtain forgiveness of our sins, but also receive the maximum help we 

need to overcome our sins. God doesn’t simply forgive our sins, but helps us to gradually stop 

doing those things we know hurt others, ourselves, and our relationship with God. If you would 

like to know more about Church teaching on sexuality or the Sacraments, we have some great 

pamphlets for you right here. 

The God of the Bible is violent and evil, killing innocent women and children. 

I agree that there are many examples and stories in the Old Testament that it appears that God 

is ordering the deaths of innocent people. One of the most well-known examples is the death of 

David and Uriah’s baby in 2 Samuel 12:15-19. God directly takes the life of the baby as a 

punishment for David’s sin against the Lord. Of course, there are examples of the death of tens 

of thousands of others throughout the Old Testament. I can understand why this seems so 

upsetting. There are three things to keep in mind though: 

1) God is love & he is just. None of the examples of the death of people in the Old 

Testament is contrary to the nature of God and God is not evil. He loves us and desires 

our salvation. It breaks his heart when we rebel against Him and we choose to do evil 

instead of good. God is also just, and sin rightly angers him (Those things we do or fail 

do to against God and our neighbor harm our dignity). God is perfectly just when he 

disciplines and even ends the lives of his children. When God discipline’s David and his 

child dies, this is a just act and a consequence of David’s disobedience. God gives life 

and has the right to take it away. He created us in love but the consequence of sin is 

death. In his divine plan, sometimes death is the most loving option to end evil. 

2) There is a dynamic progression from the old covenant to the new covenant in 

scripture. When Jesus came he fulfilled the laws of the Old Testament and because 

Jesus is God and is not subject to sin or its consequence – death. He is in a position to 

fulfill the divine law and usher in a new covenant and a new law. God loves us so much 

he atones our sins by dying on the cross Himself so we are not subject to eternal death. 

God does not “behave differently” in the New Testament, he ushers in the kingdom of 

God through the Catholic Church.  

3) Due to this dynamic movement the harsh penalties for sin in the Old Testament are no 

longer in effect under the New Covenant in Jesus Christ. While God always acts in 

perfect justice in the Old Testament, he desires “mercy” and wants to save us so he 

sends his Son to die for us. Doesn’t that sound great? Despite our wrongdoing and our 

rebellion Jesus suffered and died for you so that you can have eternal life in heaven. 

Would you like to know how to become Catholic? 
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The Bible contradicts itself. 

Yeah, I know right? There are all of those websites set up by non-Christians to prove to 

Christians that they have been hoodwinked by a book riddled with errors and contradictions. 

Would you like to know how Christians have studied and responded to this claim?  

Scripture needs to be interpreted according to the culture and time in which it was written. 

Catholics interpret scripture in both the literal and spiritual sense. The literal sense is the 

meaning conveyed by the words of Scripture as the author wrote them and intended them to 

be read. The spiritual sense of scripture conveys the deeper meaning and signs present in the 

reality about which it speaks due to the unity of all scripture. (CCC 116-117) 

When we run into a supposed contradiction or error in scripture it is important that we are 

intellectually honest. Is there a way that we might be wrong and there is no error in scripture? 

Using methods of sound interpretation we find that, so far, no contradiction or error has been 

found.  

As an example, John 1:18 says that no man can see God face to face, but then in Exodus we 

read that Moses saw God face to face. When read properly, in a metaphoric sense, we learn 

that the author meant to convey that Moses spoke to God directly, not through an 

intermediary. The author did not intend to teach that God saw Moses as He really is in Himself. 

Would you like to know about a local Bible study where you can learn more? 

 

 

“Again and again they would test 

him [Jesus] with hard problems, to 

see if he will give away his secret, but 

there is always the same patient 

smile, the same impenetrable air of 

mystery.” 
 
From In Soft Garments 
Msgr. Ronald Knox 
1888-1957 
Apologist & Catholic Convert 
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7.  
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Session 14: Prayer & The Evangelist 

Our world is wounded and evangelists have a unique opportunity to heal wounds by praying 
with others. Often times fear can get the better of us and we might think that people will be 
turned off if we ask them if we can pray for them. Unfortunately prayer has been used as a 
weapon. Most of us have heard someone say “Well, I’ll pray for you” when they think someone 
else is wrong. It’s a snide remark meant to show how much better they are than the other 
person and gosh, you’re such a terrible person I better pray for you. Prayer is a spiritual 
weapon, but not one to be used against others.  

 Prayer does not need to be difficult. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

 Prayer is an opportunity to invite another person into a relationship with Jesus. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Jesus modeled prayer for us.  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 We need to stop being afraid to pray and to offer prayer.  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Praying with others (From the Catechism) 

“Prayer is the raising of one’s mind and heart to God or the requesting of good things from 
God.” But when we pray, do we speak from the height of our pride and will, or “out of the 
depths” of a humble and contrite heart? He who humbles himself will be exalted; humility is 
the foundation of prayer, Only when we humbly acknowledge that “we do not know how to 
pray as we ought,” are we ready to receive freely the gift of prayer. “Man is a beggar before 
God.” 

“If you knew the gift of God!” The wonder of prayer is revealed beside the well where we come 
seeking water: there, Christ comes to meet every human being. It is he who first seeks us and 
asks us for a drink. Jesus thirsts; his asking arises from the depths of God’s desire for us. 
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Whether we realize it or not, prayer is the encounter of God’s thirst with ours. God thirsts that 
we may thirst for him. 

“You would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” Paradoxically our 
prayer of petition is a response to the plea of the living God: “They have forsaken me, the 
fountain of living waters, and hewn out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold 
no water!” Prayer is the response of faith to the free promise of salvation and also a response 
of love to the thirst of the only Son of God.” CCC 2559-2561 

Prayer as covenant (From the Catechism) 

“Where does prayer come from? Whether prayer is expressed in words or gestures, it is the 
whole man who prays. But in naming the source of prayer, Scripture speaks sometimes of the 
soul or the spirit, but most often of the heart (more than a thousand times). According to 
Scripture, it is the heart that prays. If our heart is far from God, the words of prayer are in vain. 

The heart is the dwelling-place where I am, where I live; according to the Semitic or Biblical 
expression, the heart is the place “to which I withdraw.” The heart is our hidden center, beyond 
the grasp of our reason and of others; only the Spirit of God can fathom the human heart and 
know it fully. The heart is the place of decision, deeper than our psychic drives. It is the place of 
truth, where we choose life or death. It is the place of encounter, because as image of God we 
live in relation: it is the place of covenant. 

Christian prayer is a covenant relationship between God and man in Christ. It is the action of 
God and of man, springing forth from both the Holy Spirit and ourselves, wholly directed to the 
Father, in union with the human will of the Son of God made man.” CCC 2562-2563 

Ways to Pray with Others 

 Vocal Prayer 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Meditation 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Reading the Bible as Prayer 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Prayers of the Church 
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________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Spontaneous Prayer & A.C.T.S. 

What could you pray if you have to pray spontaneously with a person? Just remember 
A.C.T.S.!  Do not be afraid to pray with others. They will not ask you to pray with them, but you 
should ask as often as you can if you can pray with them. 

Adoration  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Contrition 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Thanksgiving 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Supplication 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Intercessory Prayer 
 
Intercession is a prayer of petition which leads us to pray as Jesus did. He is the one intercessor 
with the Father on behalf of all men, especially sinners. He is "able for all time to save those 
who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them." The 
Holy Spirit "himself intercedes for us . . . and intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God."  
 
Since Abraham, intercession - asking on behalf of another has been characteristic of a heart 
attuned to God's mercy. In the age of the Church, Christian intercession participates in Christ's, 
as an expression of the communion of saints. In intercession, he who prays looks "not only to 
his own interests, but also to the interests of others," even to the point of praying for those 
who do him harm. 
 
The first Christian communities lived this form of fellowship intensely. Thus the Apostle Paul 
gives them a share in his ministry of preaching the Gospel but also intercedes for them. The 
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intercession of Christians recognizes no boundaries: "for all men, for kings and all who are in 
high positions," for persecutors, for the salvation of those who reject the Gospel. (CCC 2634-6) 
 
A few rules about intercessory prayer: 

 When you are praying with someone you do not know, do not touch them unless they give you 

permission, even to put your hand on their shoulder to pray. Some prayer warriors will put their 

hands on the heads of those they are interceding for. This is usually done by a priest or within the 

context of prayer services at Church. Simply praying out loud next to someone is enough to 

intercede for them. 

 Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you in intercessory prayer. When invoking God’s name in prayer 

sometimes calling God “Father” can be misunderstood. We promoted finding common ground 

with people you are talking to. If you pray to “Our Father” and the person was abused by their 

biological father, they may not be ready to relate to God as Father yet and it may trigger horrible 

memories for them. We are not saying “don’t use ‘Father’” simply to be aware of who you are 

speaking to. Of course, always invoke the name of Jesus.  

 If you have the gift of tongues (we make no judgment here to their validity in practice today) be 

careful in discerning if it is the appropriate time to use the gift if you do not know the person. 

 When you pray: 

o Make the sign of the cross. 

o Give God thanks and praise. 

o Speak some kind of contrition and show sorrow for our sins. 

o Ask for God’s grace in the person’s life. 

o Ask God’s help for the person to be open to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

o Pray for the concerns (such as health problems) and intercede for them. 

o Allow for a few moments of silence, but not prolonged silence at the end of your prayer in 

case the person also wants to pray out loud (or in the interior of their heart). 

o That’s it! Allow the Holy Spirit to lead you. 
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Session 15: Exercise 6 – Praying Out Loud 
 
Working in prayer groups of three to five everyone will be responsible 
for praying for someone else in this next exercise. Go around in your 
group and introduce yourselves if you need to (the question stack!) 
and then share prayer requests. Remember the different types of 
prayer (ACTS). Ask someone to lead your group in prayer to open 
things up and then pray for one another. Take your time, really speak 
from your heart. We will take 15 minutes for this exercise.  
 

BE NOT AFRAID! – Bl. John Paul II 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________  
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Session 16: Oath of Fidelity & Certification 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH and THE OATH OF FIDELITY ON ASSUMING AN OFFICE TO BE EXERCISED 
IN THE NAME OF THE CHURCH | Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
(As conforming to Pope John Paul II's Apostolic Letter Motu Proprio Ad Tuendam Fidem, this Profession of Faith 
and Oath of Fidelity supercedes the Profession and Oath of 1989.) 

 

Oath of Fidelity 
 
I, N., in assuming the office of [evangelist for St. Paul Street 
Evangelization], promise that in my words and in my actions I shall 
always preserve communion with the Catholic Church. 
 
With great care and fidelity I shall carry out the duties incumbent on 
me toward the Church, both universal and particular, in which, 
according to the provisions of the law, I have been called to exercise 
my service. 
 
In fulfilling the charge entrusted to me in the name of the Church, I 
shall hold fast to the deposit of faith in its entirety; I shall faithfully 
hand it on and explain it, and I shall avoid any teachings contrary to it. 
 
I shall follow and foster the common discipline of the entire Church 
and I shall maintain the observance of all ecclesiastical laws, especially 
those contained in the Code of Canon Law. 
 
With Christian obedience I shall follow what the Bishops, as authentic 
doctors and teachers of the faith, declare, or what they, as those who 
govern the Church, establish. 
 
I shall also faithfully assist the diocesan Bishops, so that the apostolic 
activity, exercised in the name and by mandate of the Church, may be 
carried out in communion with the Church. 
 
So help me God, and God's Holy Gospels on which I place my hand. 
 
I shall foster the common discipline of the entire Church and I shall 
insist on the observance of all ecclesiastical laws, especially those 
contained in the Code of Canon Law. 
 
With Christian obedience I shall follow what the Bishops, as authentic 
doctors and teachers of the faith, declare, or what they, as those who 
govern the Church, establish. I shall also — with due regard for the 
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character and purpose of my institute — faithfully assist the diocesan 
Bishops, so that the apostolic activity, exercised in the name and by 
mandate of the Church, may be carried out in communion with the 
Church. 

Profession of Faith  

I, N., with firm faith believe and profess everything that is contained in 
the Symbol of faith: namely: 

I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is seen and unseen. I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, one in 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us men 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

With firm faith, I also believe everything contained in the Word of 
God, whether written or handed down in Tradition, which the Church, 
either by a solemn judgment or by the ordinary and universal 
Magisterium, sets forth to be believed as divinely revealed.  

I also firmly accept and hold each and everything definitively proposed 
by the Church regarding teaching on faith and morals. 

Moreover, I adhere with religious submission of will and intellect to 
the teachings which either the Roman pontiff or the College of Bishops 
enunciate when they exercise their authentic Magisterium, even if 
they do not intend to proclaim these teachings by a definitive act.  
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St. Paul Street Evangelization - Code of Conduct Form 
 

Profession of Faith & Certification Signature Page 

I have recited the Profession of Faith and hereby affix my signature to the St. Paul Street 
Evangelization Code of Conduct Page. I understand both are required for certification. Basic 
Evangelization Training Certification is approved by the National Board of Directors. 

Code of Conduct and Membership Statement 

In taking part in the activities of St. Paul Street Evangelization, I hereby affirm that: 

1. I am a Catholic in good standing. 
2. In word and witness, I will promote active assent to all the teachings of the Church, as 

declared by the current Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
3. I do not formally cooperate with groups promoting active or passive dissent from the 

teachings of the Catholic Church, nor will I promote active or passive dissent from the 
teachings of the Catholic Church. 

4. My lifestyle does not constitute grave, manifest scandal. 
5. I will cooperate with all legal and canonical authorities. 

________________________ 
Name 
 
________________________ 
Date 
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Appendix 1: Evangelii Nuntiandi 

Portions of the 

APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION  
OF HIS HOLINESS  

POPE PAUL VI 

1. There is no doubt that the effort to proclaim the Gospel to the people of today, who are buoyed up by 
hope but at the same time often oppressed by fear and distress, is a service rendered to the Christian 
community and also to the whole of humanity. 

4. This fidelity both to a message whose servants we are and to the people to whom we must transmit it 
living and intact is the central axis of evangelization. It poses three burning questions, which the 1974 
Synod kept constantly in mind: 

1. In our day, what has happened to that hidden energy of the Good News, which is able to have a 
powerful effect on man’s conscience? 

2. To what extent and in what way is that evangelical force capable of really transforming the 
people of this century? 

3. What methods should be followed in order that the power of the Gospel may have its effect? 

6. The witness that the Lord gives of Himself and that Saint Luke gathered together in his Gospel – “I 
must proclaim the Good News of the kingdom of God” – without doubt has enormous consequences, 
for it sums up the whole mission of Jesus: “That is what I was sent to do.” These words take on their full 
significance if one links them with the previous verses, in which Christ has just applied to Himself the 
words of the prophet Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. He 
has sent me to bring the good news to the poor.” 

Going from town to town, preaching to the poorest – and frequently the most receptive – the joyful 
news of the fulfillment of the promises and of the Covenant offered by God is the mission for which 
Jesus declares that He is sent by the Father. And all the aspects of His mystery – the Incarnation itself, 
His miracles, His teaching, the gathering together of the disciples, the sending out of the Twelve, the 
cross and the resurrection, the permanence of His presence in the midst of His own – were components 
of His evangelizing activity. 

7. During the Synod, the bishops very frequently referred to this truth: Jesus Himself, the Good News of 
God, was the very first and the greatest evangelizer; He was so through and through: to perfection 
and to the point of the sacrifice of His earthly life. 

8. As an evangelizer, Christ first of all proclaims a kingdom, the kingdom of God; and this is so 
important that, by comparison, everything else becomes “the rest,” which is “given in addition.” Only 
the kingdom therefore is absolute and it makes everything else relative. The Lord will delight in 
describing in many ways the happiness of belonging to this kingdom (a paradoxical happiness which is 
made up of things that the world rejects), the demands of the kingdom and its Magna Charta, the 
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heralds of the kingdom, its mysteries, its children, the vigilance and fidelity demanded of whoever 
awaits its definitive coming. 

9. As the kernel and center of His Good News, Christ proclaims salvation, this great gift of God which is 
liberation from everything that oppresses man but which is above all liberation from sin and the Evil 
One, in the joy of knowing God and being known by Him, of seeing Him, and of being given over to 
Him. All of this is begun during the life of Christ and definitively accomplished by His death and 
resurrection. But it must be patiently carried on during the course of history, in order to be realized fully 
on the day of the final coming of Christ, whose date is known to no one except the Father. 

10. This kingdom and this salvation, which are the key words of Jesus Christ’s evangelization, are 
available to every human being as grace and mercy, and yet at the same time each individual must gain 
them by force – they belong to the violent, says the Lord, through toil and suffering, through a life lived 
according to the Gospel, through abnegation and the cross, through the spirit of the beatitudes. But 
above all each individual gains them through a total interior renewal which the Gospel calls metanoia; 
it is a radical conversion, a profound change of mind and heart. 

13. Those who sincerely accept the Good News, through the power of this acceptance and of shared 
faith therefore gather together in Jesus’ name in order to seek together the kingdom, build it up and live 
it. They make up a community which is in its turn evangelizing. The command to the Twelve to go out 
and proclaim the Good News is also valid for all Christians, though in a different way. It is precisely for 
this reason that Peter calls Christians “a people set apart to sing the praises of God,” those marvelous 
things that each one was able to hear in his own language. Moreover, the Good News of the kingdom 
which is coming and which has begun is meant for all people of all times. Those who have received the 
Good News and who have been gathered by it into the community of salvation can and must 
communicate and spread it. 

15. Anyone who rereads in the New Testament the origins of the Church, follows her history step by 
step and watches her live and act, sees that she is linked to evangelization in her most intimate being: 

1. The Church is born of the evangelizing activity of Jesus and the Twelve. She is the normal, desired, 
most immediate and most visible fruit of this activity: “Go, therefore, make disciples of all the 
nations.” Now, “they accepted what he said and were baptized. That very day about three thousand 
were added to their number…. Day by day the Lord added to their community those destined to be 
saved.” – Having been born consequently out of being sent, the Church in her turn is sent by Jesus. 
The Church remains in the world when the Lord of glory returns to the Father. She remains as a sign 
– simultaneously obscure and luminous – of a new presence of Jesus, of His departure and of His 
permanent presence. She prolongs and continues Him. And it is above all His mission and His 
condition of being an evangelizer that she is called upon to continue. For the Christian community is 
never closed in upon itself. The intimate life of this community – the life of listening to the Word and 
the apostles’ teaching, charity lived in a fraternal way, the sharing of bread this intimate life only 
acquires its full meaning when it becomes a witness, when it evokes admiration and conversion, and 
when it becomes the preaching and proclamation of the Good News. Thus it is the whole Church 
that receives the mission to evangelize, and the work of each individual member is important for 
the whole. 

2. The Church is an evangelizer, but she begins by being evangelized herself. She is the community of 
believers, the community of hope lived and communicated, the community of brotherly love, and 
she needs to listen unceasingly to what she must believe, to her reasons for hoping, to the new 
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commandment of love. She is the People of God immersed in the world, and often tempted by idols, 
and she always needs to hear the proclamation of the “mighty works of God” which converted her 
to the Lord; she always needs to be called together afresh by Him and reunited. In brief, this means 
that she has a constant need of being evangelized, if she wishes to retain freshness, vigor and 
strength in order to proclaim the Gospel. The Second Vatican Council recalled and the 1974 Synod 
vigorously took up again this theme of the Church which is evangelized by constant conversion and 
renewal, in order to evangelize the world with credibility. 

3. The Church is the depositary of the Good News to be proclaimed. The promises of the New Alliance 
in Jesus Christ, the teaching of the Lord and the apostles, the Word of life, the sources of grace and 
of God’s loving kindness, the path of salvation – all these things have been entrusted to her. It is the 
content of the Gospel, and therefore of evangelization, that she preserves as a precious living 
heritage, not in order to keep it hidden but to communicate it. 

4. Having been sent and evangelized, the Church herself sends out evangelizers. She puts on their lips 
the saving Word, she explains to them the message of which she herself is the depositary, she gives 
them the mandate which she herself has received and she sends them out to preach. To preach not 
their own selves or their personal ideas, but a Gospel of which neither she nor they are the absolute 
masters and owners, to dispose of it as they wish, but a Gospel of which they are the ministers, in 
order to pass it on with complete fidelity. 

16. There is thus a profound link between Christ, the Church and evangelization. During the period of 
the Church that we are living in, it is she who has the task of evangelizing. This mandate is not 
accomplished without her, and still less against her. 

It is certainly fitting to recall this fact at a moment like the present one when it happens that not without 
sorrow we can hear people – whom we wish to believe are well-intentioned but who are certainly 
misguided in their attitude – continually claiming to love Christ but without the Church, to listen to 
Christ but not the Church, to belong to Christ but outside the Church. The absurdity of this dichotomy 
is clearly evident in this phrase of the Gospel: “Anyone who rejects you rejects me.” And how can one 
wish to love Christ without loving the Church, if the finest witness to Christ is that of St. Paul: “Christ 
loved the Church and sacrificed himself for her”? 

17. In the Church’s evangelizing activity there are of course certain elements and aspects to be specially 
insisted on. Some of them are so important that there will be a tendency simply to identify them with 
evangelization. Thus it has been possible to define evangelization in terms of proclaiming Christ to 
those who do not know Him, of preaching, of catechesis, of conferring Baptism and the other 
sacraments. 

Any partial and fragmentary definition which attempts to render the reality of evangelization in all its 
richness, complexity and dynamism does so only at the risk of impoverishing it and even of distorting it. 
It is impossible to grasp the concept of evangelization unless one tries to keep in view all its essential 
elements. 

20. The split between the Gospel and culture is without a doubt the drama of our time, just as it was of 
other times. Therefore every effort must be made to ensure a full evangelization of culture, or more 
correctly of cultures. They have to be regenerated by an encounter with the Gospel. But this encounter 
will not take place if the Gospel is not proclaimed. 
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21. Above all the Gospel must be proclaimed by witness. Take a Christian or a handful of Christians 
who, in the midst of their own community, show their capacity for understanding and acceptance, their 
sharing of life and destiny with other people, their solidarity with the efforts of all for whatever is noble 
and good. Let us suppose that, in addition, they radiate in an altogether simple and unaffected way their 
faith in values that go beyond current values, and their hope in something that is not seen and that one 
would not dare to imagine. Through this wordless witness these Christians stir up irresistible questions 
in the hearts of those who see how they live: Why are they like this? Why do they live in this way? What 
or who is it that inspires them? Why are they in our midst? Such a witness is already a silent 
proclamation of the Good News and a very powerful and effective one. Here we have an initial act of 
evangelization. The above questions will ask, whether they are people to whom Christ has never been 
proclaimed, or baptized people who do not practice, or people who live as nominal Christians but 
according to principles that are in no way Christian, or people who are seeking, and not without 
suffering, something or someone whom they sense but cannot name. Other questions will arise, 
deeper and more demanding ones, questions evoked by this witness which involves presence, sharing, 
solidarity, and which is an essential element, and generally the first one, in evangelization.” 

All Christians are called to this witness, and in this way they can be real evangelizers. We are thinking 
especially of the responsibility incumbent on immigrants in the country that receives them. 

22. Nevertheless this always remains insufficient, because even the finest witness will prove 
ineffective in the long run if it is not explained, justified – what Peter called always having “your 
answer ready for people who ask you the reason for the hope that you all have” – and made explicit 
by a clear and unequivocal proclamation of the Lord Jesus. The Good News proclaimed by the witness 
of life sooner or later has to be proclaimed by the word of life. There is no true evangelization if the 
name, the teaching, the life, the promises, the kingdom and the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son 
of God are not proclaimed. The history of the Church, from the discourse of Peter on the morning of 
Pentecost onwards, has been intermingled and identified with the history of this proclamation. At every 
new phase of human history, the Church, constantly gripped by the desire to evangelize, has but one 
preoccupation: whom to send to proclaim the mystery of Jesus? In what way is this mystery to be 
proclaimed? How can one ensure that it will resound and reach all those who should hear it? This 
proclamation – kerygma, preaching or catechesis – occupies such an important place in evangelization 
that it has often become synonymous with it; and yet it is only one aspect of evangelization. 

23. In fact the proclamation only reaches full development when it is listened to, accepted and 
assimilated, and when it arouses a genuine adherence in the one who has thus received it. An 
adherence to the truths which the Lord in His mercy has revealed; still more, an adherence to a program 
of life – a life henceforth transformed – which He proposes. In a word, adherence to the kingdom, that is 
to say, to the “new world,” to the new state of things, to the new manner of being, of living, of living in 
community, which the Gospel inaugurates. Such an adherence, which cannot remain abstract and 
unincarnated, reveals itself concretely by a visible entry into a community of believers. Thus those 
whose life has been transformed enter a community which is itself a sign of transformation, a sign of 
newness of life: it is the Church, the visible sacrament of salvation. Our entry into the ecclesial 
community will in its turn be expressed through many other signs which prolong and unfold the sign 
of the Church. In the dynamism of evangelization, a person who accepts the Church as the Word 
which saves normally translates it into the following sacramental acts: adherence to the Church, and 
acceptance of the sacraments, which manifest and support this adherence through the grace which 
they confer. 
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40. The obvious importance of the content of evangelization must not overshadow the importance of 
the ways and means. 

This question of “how to evangelize” is permanently relevant, because the methods of evangelizing vary 
according to the different circumstances of time, place and culture, and because they thereby present a 
certain challenge to our capacity for discovery and adaptation. 

On us particularly, the pastors of the Church, rests the responsibility for reshaping with boldness and 
wisdom, but in complete fidelity to the content of evangelization, the means that are most suitable and 
effective for communicating the Gospel message to the men and women of our times. 

Let it suffice, in this meditation, to mention a number of methods which, for one reason or another, 
have a fundamental importance. 

41. Without repeating everything that we have already mentioned, it is appropriate first of all to 
emphasize the following point: for the Church, the first means of evangelization is the witness of an 
authentically Christian life, given over to God in a communion that nothing should destroy and at the 
same time given to one’s neighbor with limitless zeal. As we said recently to a group of lay people, 
“Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it 
is because they are witnesses.” St. Peter expressed this well when he held up the example of a reverent 
and chaste life that wins over even without a word those who refuse to obey the word. It is therefore 
primarily by her conduct and by her life that the Church will evangelize the world, in other words, by her 
living witness of fidelity to the Lord Jesus- the witness of poverty and detachment, of freedom in the 
face of the powers of this world, in short, the witness of sanctity. 

46. For this reason, side by side with the collective proclamation of the Gospel, the other form of 
transmission, the person-to-person one, remains valid and important. The Lord often used it (for 
example, with Nicodemus, Zacchaeus, the Samaritan woman, Simon the Pharisee), and so did the 
apostles. In the long run, is there any other way of handing on the Gospel than by transmitting to 
another person one’s personal experience of faith? It must not happen that the pressing need to 
proclaim the Good News to the multitudes should cause us to forget this form of proclamation whereby 
an individual’s personal conscience is reached and touched by an entirely unique word that he receives 
from someone else. We can never sufficiently praise those priests who through the sacrament of 
Penance or through pastoral dialogue show their readiness to guide people in the ways of the Gospel, to 
support them in their efforts, to raise them up if they have fallen, and always to assist them with 
discernment and availability. 

47. Yet, one can never sufficiently stress the fact that evangelization does not consist only of the 
preaching and teaching of a doctrine. For evangelization must touch life: the natural life to which it 
gives a new meaning, thanks to the evangelical perspectives that it reveals; and the supernatural life, 
which is not the negation but the purification and elevation of the natural life. This supernatural life 
finds its living expression in the seven sacraments and in the admirable radiation of grace and holiness 
which they possess. 

Evangelization thus exercises its full capacity when it achieves the most intimate relationship, or better 
still, a permanent and unbroken intercommunication, between the Word and the sacraments. In a 
certain sense it is a mistake to make a contrast between evangelization and sacramentalization, as is 
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sometimes done. It is indeed true that a certain way of administering the sacraments, without the solid 
support of catechesis regarding these same sacraments and a global catechesis, could end up by 
depriving them of their effectiveness to a great extent. The role of evangelization is precisely to 
educate people in the faith in such a way as to lead each individual Christian to live the sacraments as 
true sacraments of faith- and not to receive them passively or reluctantly. 

60. The observation that the Church has been sent out and given a mandate to evangelize the world 
should awaken in us two convictions. 

The first is this: evangelization is for no one an individual and isolated act; it is one that is deeply 
ecclesial. When the most obscure preacher, catechist or pastor in the most distant land preaches the 
Gospel, gathers his little community together or administers a sacrament, even alone, he is carrying out 
an ecclesial act, and his action is certainly attached to the evangelizing activity of the whole Church by 
institutional relationships, but also by profound invisible links in the order of grace. This presupposes 
that he acts not in virtue of a mission which he attributes to himself or by a personal inspiration, but in 
union with the mission of the Church and in her name. 

From this flows the second conviction: if each individual evangelizes in the name of the Church, who 
herself does so by virtue of a mandate from the Lord, no evangelizer is the absolute master of his 
evangelizing action, with a discretionary power to carry it out in accordance with individualistic 
criteria and perspectives; he acts in communion with the Church and her pastors. 

We have remarked that the Church is entirely and completely evangelizing. This means that, in the 
whole world and in each part of the world where she is present, the Church feels responsible for the 
task of spreading the Gospel. 

70. Lay people, whose particular vocation places them in the midst of the world and in charge of the 
most varied temporal tasks, must for this very reason exercise a very special form of evangelization. 

Their primary and immediate task is not to establish and develop the ecclesial community- this is the 
specific role of the pastors- but to put to use every Christian and evangelical possibility latent but 
already present and active in the affairs of the world. Their own field of evangelizing activity is the 
vast and complicated world of politics, society and economics, but also the world of culture, of the 
sciences and the arts, of international life, of the mass media. It also includes other realities which are 
open to evangelization, such as human love, the family, the education of children and adolescents, 
professional work, suffering. The more Gospel-inspired lay people there are engaged in these realities, 
clearly involved in them, competent to promote them and conscious that they must exercise to the 
full their Christian powers which are often buried and suffocated, the more these realities will be at 
the service of the kingdom of God and therefore of salvation in Jesus Christ, without in any way losing 
or sacrificing their human content but rather pointing to a transcendent dimension which is often 
disregarded. 

71. One cannot fail to stress the evangelizing action of the family in the evangelizing apostolate of the 
laity. 

At different moments in the Church’s history and also in the Second Vatican Council, the family has well 
deserved the beautiful name of “domestic Church.” This means that there should be found in every 
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Christian family the various aspects of the entire Church. Furthermore, the family, like the Church, ought 
to be a place where the Gospel is transmitted and from which the Gospel radiates. 

In a family which is conscious of this mission, all the members evangelize and are evangelized. The 
parents not only communicate the Gospel to their children, but from their children they can themselves 
receive the same Gospel as deeply lived by them. 

And such a family becomes the evangelizer of many other families, and of the neighborhood of which 
it forms part. Families resulting from a mixed marriage also have the duty of proclaiming Christ to the 
children in the fullness of the consequences of a common Baptism; they have moreover the difficult task 
of becoming builders of unity. 

73. One cannot, however, neglect or forget the other dimension: the laity can also feel themselves 
called, or be called, to work with their pastors in the service of the ecclesial community for its growth 
and life, by exercising a great variety of ministries according to the grace and charisms which the Lord is 
pleased to give them. 

We cannot but experience a great inner joy when we see so many pastors, religious and lay people, fired 
with their mission to evangelize, seeking ever more suitable ways of proclaiming the Gospel effectively. 
We encourage the openness which the Church is showing today in this direction and with this solicitude. 
It is an openness to meditation first of all, and then to ecclesial ministries capable of renewing and 
strengthening the evangelizing vigor of the Church. 

A serious preparation is needed for all workers for evangelization [Like This Training]. Such preparation 
is all the more necessary for those who devote themselves to the ministry of the Word. Being animated 
by the conviction, ceaselessly deepened, of the greatness and riches of the Word of God, those who 
have the mission of transmitting it must give the maximum attention to the dignity, precision and 
adaptation of their language. Everyone knows that the art of speaking takes on today a very great 
importance. How would preachers and catechists be able to neglect this? 

We earnestly desire that in each individual Church the bishops should be vigilant concerning the 
adequate formation of all the ministers of the Word. This serious preparation will increase in them the 
indispensable assurance and also the enthusiasm to proclaim today Jesus Christ. 
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Appendix 2: Redemptoris Missio Excerpts 
 

Blessed John Paul II 
REDEMPTORIS MISSIO 

On the permanent validity of the Church's missionary mandate 
 
 
1. The mission of Christ the Redeemer, which is entrusted to the Church, is still very far from 
completion. As the second millennium after Christ's coming draws to an end, an overall view of the 
human race shows that this mission is still only beginning and that we must commit ourselves 
wholeheartedly to its service. It is the Spirit who impels us to proclaim the great works of God: "For if I 
preach the Gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I 
do not preach the Gospel!" (1 Cor 9: 16) 
 
2. Nevertheless, in this "new springtime" of Christianity there is an undeniable negative tendency, and 
the present document is meant to help overcome it. Missionary activity specifically directed "to the 
nations" (ad gentes) appears to be waning, and this tendency is certainly not in line with the directives 
of the Council and of subsequent statements of the Magisterium. Difficulties both internal and external 
have weakened the Church's missionary thrust toward non-Christians, a fact which must arouse concern 
among all who believe in Christ. For in the Church's history, missionary drive has always been a sign of 
vitality, just as its lessening is a sign of a crisis of faith. 
 
But what moves me even more strongly to proclaim the urgency of missionary evangelization is the fact 
that it is the primary service which the Church can render to every individual and to all humanity in the 
modern world, a world which has experienced marvelous achievements but which seems to have lost its 
sense of ultimate realities and of existence itself. "Christ the Redeemer," I wrote in my first encyclical, 
"fully reveals man to himself.... The person who wishes to understand himself thoroughly...must...draw 
near to Christ.... [The] Redemption that took place through the cross has definitively restored to man his 
dignity and given back meaning to his life in the world." 
 
3. Peoples everywhere, open the doors to Christ! His Gospel in no way detracts from man's freedom, 
from the respect that is owed to every culture and to whatever is good in each religion. By accepting 
Christ, you open yourselves to the definitive Word of God, to the One in whom God has made himself 
fully known and has shown us the path to himself. 
 
The number of those who do not know Christ and do not belong to the Church is constantly on the 
increase. Indeed, since the end of the Council it has almost doubled. When we consider this immense 
portion of humanity which is loved by the Father and for whom he sent his Son, the urgency of the 
Church's mission is obvious. 
 
4. In my first encyclical, in which I set forth the program of my Pontificate, I said that "the Church's 
fundamental function in every age, and particularly in ours, is to direct man's gaze, to point the 
awareness and experience of the whole of humanity toward the mystery of Christ." 
 
The Church's universal mission is born of faith in Jesus Christ, as is stated in our Trinitarian profession of 
faith: "I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father.... For us 
men and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy spirit he became 
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incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man." The redemption event brings salvation to all, "for 
each one is included in the mystery of the redemption and with each one Christ has united himself 
forever through this mystery."6 It is only in faith that the Church's mission can be understood and only 
in faith that it finds its basis. 
 
5. If we go back to the beginnings of the Church, we find a clear affirmation that Christ is the one 
Savior of all, the only one able to reveal God and lead to God. In reply to the Jewish religious 
authorities who question the apostles about the healing of the lame man, Peter says: "By the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by him this man is 
standing before you well.... And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:10, 12). This statement, which was 
made to the Sanhedrin, has a universal value, since for all people-Jews and Gentiles alike - salvation can 
only come from Jesus Christ. 
 
8. Proclaiming Christ and bearing witness to him, when done in a way that respects consciences, does 
not violate freedom. Faith demands a free adherence on the part of man, but at the same time faith 
must also be offered to him, because the "multitudes have the right to know the riches of the mystery of 
Christ-riches in which we believe that the whole of humanity can find, in unsuspected fullness, 
everything that it is gropingly searching for concerning God, man and his destiny, life and death, and 
truth.... This is why the Church keeps her missionary spirit alive, and even wishes to intensify it in the 
moment of history in which we are living." But it must also be stated, again with the Council, that "in 
accordance with their dignity as persons, equipped with reason and free will and endowed with 
personal responsibility, all are impelled by their own nature and are bound by a moral obligation to seek 
truth, above all religious truth. They are further bound to hold to the truth once it is known, and to 
regulate their whole lives by its demands." 
 
9. The first beneficiary of salvation is the Church. Christ won the Church for himself at the price of his 
own blood and made the Church his co-worker in the salvation of the world. Indeed, Christ dwells within 
the Church. She is his Bride. It is he who causes her to grow. He carries out his mission through her. 
 
"We cannot but speak" (Acts 4:20) 
 
11. What then should be said of the objections already mentioned regarding the mission ad gentes? 
While respecting the beliefs and sensitivities of all, we must first clearly affirm our faith in Christ, the 
one Savior of mankind, a faith we have received as a gift from on high, not as a result of any merit of our 
own. We say with Paul, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel: it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who has faith" (Rom 1:16). Christian martyrs of all times - including our own - have given and 
continue to give their lives in order to bear witness to this faith, in the conviction that every human 
being needs Jesus Christ, who has conquered sin and death and reconciled mankind to God. 
 
Confirming his words by miracles and by his resurrection from the dead, Christ proclaimed himself to be 
the Son of God dwelling in intimate union with the Father, and was recognized as such by his disciples. 
The Church offers mankind the Gospel, that prophetic message which responds to the needs and 
aspirations of the human heart and always remains "Good News." The Church cannot fail to proclaim 
that Jesus came to reveal the face of God and to merit salvation for all humanity by his cross and 
resurrection. 
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To the question, "why mission?" we reply with the Church's faith and experience that true liberation 
consists in opening oneself to the love of Christ. In him, and only in him, are we set free from all 
alienation and doubt, from slavery to the power of sin and death. Christ is truly "our peace" (Eph 2:14); 
"the love of Christ impels us" (2 Cor 5:14), giving meaning and joy to our life. Mission is an issue of faith, 
an accurate indicator of our faith in Christ and his love for us. 
 
The Holy Spirit is indeed the principal agent of the whole of the Church's mission. His action is 
preeminent in the mission ad gentes, as can clearly be seen in the early Church: in the conversion of 
Cornelius (cf. Acts 10), in the decisions made about emerging problems (cf. Acts 15) and in the choice 
of regions and peoples to be evangelized (cf. Acts 16:6ff). The Spirit worked through the apostles, but 
at the same time he was also at work in those who heard them: "Through his action the Good News 
takes shape in human minds and hearts and extends through history. In all of this it is the Holy Spirit 
who gives life." 
 
22. All the Evangelists, when they describe the risen Christ's meeting with his apostles, conclude with 
the "missionary mandate": "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations,...and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age" (Mt 28:18-20; 
cf. Mk 16:15-18; Lk 24:46-49; Jn 20:21-23). 
 
This is a sending forth in the Spirit, as is clearly apparent in the Gospel of John: Christ sends his own into 
the world, just as the Father has sent him, and to this end he gives them the Spirit. Luke, for his part, 
closely links the witness the apostles are to give to Christ with the working of the Spirit, who will enable 
them to fulfill the mandate they have received. 
 
23. The different versions of the "missionary mandate" contain common elements as well as 
characteristics proper to each. Two elements, however, are found in all the versions. First, there is the 
universal dimension of the task entrusted to the apostles, who are sent to "all nations" (Mt 28:19); "into 
all the world and...to the whole creation" (Mk 16:15); to "all nations" (Lk 24:47); "to the end of the 
earth" (Acts 1:8). Secondly, there is the assurance given to the apostles by the Lord that they will not be 
alone in the task, but will receive the strength and the means necessary to carry out their mission. The 
reference here is to the presence and power of the spirit and the help of Jesus himself: "And they went 
forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them" (Mk 16:20). 
 
As for the different emphases found in each version, Mark presents mission as proclamation or 
kerygma: "Preach the Gospel" (Mk 16:15). His aim is to lead his readers to repeat Peter's profession of 
faith: "You are the Christ" (Mk 8:29), and to say with the Roman centurion who stood before the body 
of Jesus on the cross: "Truly this man was the Son of God!" (Mk 15:39) In Matthew, the missionary 
emphasis is placed on the foundation of the Church and on her teaching (cf. Mt 28:19-20; 16:18). 
According to him, the mandate shows that the proclamation of the Gospel must be completed by a 
specific ecclesial and sacramental catechesis. In Luke, mission is presented as witness (cf. Lk 24:48; Acts 
1:8), centered especially on the resurrection (cf. Acts 1:22). The missionary is invited to believe in the 
transforming power of the Gospel and to proclaim what Luke presents so well, that is, conversion to 
God's love and mercy, the experience of a complete liberation which goes to the root of all evil, namely 
sin. 
 
28. The Spirit manifests himself in a special way in the Church and in her members. Nevertheless, his 
presence and activity are universal, limited neither by space nor time. The Second Vatican Council recalls 
that the Spirit is at work in the heart of every person, through the "seeds of the Word," to be found in 
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human initiatives-including religious ones-and in mankind's efforts to attain truth, goodness and God 
himself. 
 
31. The Lord Jesus sent his apostles to every person, people and place on earth. In the apostles, the 
Church received a universal mission-one which knows no boundaries-which involves the communication 
of salvation in its integrity according to that fullness of life which Christ came to bring (cf. Jn 10:10). The 
Church was "sent by Christ to reveal and communicate the love of God to all people and nations." 
 
This mission is one and undivided, having one origin and one final purpose; but within it, there are 
different tasks and kinds of activity. First, there is the missionary activity which we call mission ad 
gentes, in reference to the opening words of the Council's decree on this subject. This is one of the 
Church's fundamental activities: it is essential and never-ending. The Church, in fact, "cannot withdraw 
from her permanent mission of bringing the Gospel to the multitudes the millions and millions of men 
and women-who as yet do not know Christ the Redeemer of humanity. In a specific way this is the 
missionary work which Jesus entrusted and still entrusts each day to his Church." 
 
33. The fact that there is a diversity of activities in the Church's one mission is not intrinsic to that 
mission, but arises from the variety of circumstances in which that mission is carried out. Looking at 
today's world from the viewppoint of evangelization, we can distinguish three situations. 
 

1. First, there is the situation which the Church's missionary activity addresses: peoples, groups, 
and socio-cultural contexts in which Christ and his Gospel are not known, or which lack Christian 
communities sufficiently mature to be able to incarnate the faith in their own environment and 
proclaim it to other groups. This is mission ad gentes in the proper sense of the term. 

 
2. Secondly, there are Christian communities with adequate and solid ecclesial structures. They are 

fervent in their faith and in Christian living. They bear witness to the Gospel in their 
surroundings and have a sense of commitment to the universal mission. In these communities 
the Church carries out her activity and pastoral care. 

 
3. Thirdly, there is an intermediate situation, particularly in countries with ancient Christian 

roots, and occasionally in the younger Churches as well, where entire groups of the baptized 
have lost a living sense of the faith, or even no longer consider themselves members of the 
Church, and live a life far removed from Christ and his Gospel. In this case what is needed is a 
"new evangelization" or a "re-evangelization." 

 
34. Missionary activity proper, namely the mission ad gentes, is directed to "peoples or groups who do 
not yet believe in Christ," "who are far from Christ," in whom the Church "has not yet taken root" and 
whose culture has not yet been influenced by the Gospel. It is distinct from other ecclesial activities 
inasmuch as it is addressed to groups and settings which are non-Christian because the preaching of the 
Gospel and the presence of the Church are either absent or insufficient. It can thus be characterized as 
the work of proclaiming Christ and his Gospel, building up the local Church and promoting the values of 
the kingdom. The specific nature of this mission ad gentes consists in its being addressed to "non-
Christians." It is therefore necessary to ensure that this specifically "missionary work that Jesus 
entrusted and still entrusts each day to his Church" does not become an indistinguishable part of the 
overall mission of the whole People of God and as a result become neglected or forgotten. 
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On the other hand, the boundaries between pastoral care of the faithful, new evangelization and 
specific missionary activity are not clearly definable, and it is unthinkable to create barriers between 
them or to put them into watertight compartments. Nevertheless, there must be no lessening of the 
impetus to preach the Gospel and to establish new churches among peoples or communities where they 
do not yet exist, for this is the first task of the Church, which has been sent forth to all peoples and to 
the very ends of the earth. Without the mission ad gentes, the Church's very missionary dimension 
would be deprived of its essential meaning and of the very activity that exemplifies it. 
 
Cultural sectors: the modern equivalents of the Areopagus. 
 
After preaching in a number of places, St. Paul arrived in Athens, where he went to the Areopagus and 
proclaimed the Gospel in language appropriate to and understandable in those surroundings (cf. Acts 
17:22-31). At that time the Areopagus represented the cultural center of the learned people of Athens, 
and today it can be taken as a symbol of the new sectors in which the Gospel must be proclaimed. 
 
The first Areopagus of the modern age is the world of communications, which is unifying humanity and 
turning it into what is known as a "global village." The means of social communication have become so 
important as to be for many the chief means of information and education, of guidance and inspiration 
in their behavior as individuals, families and within society at large. In particular, the younger generation 
is growing up in a world conditioned by the mass media. To some degree perhaps this Areopagus has 
been neglected. Generally, preference has been given to other means of preaching the Gospel and of 
Christian education, while the mass media are left to the initiative of individuals or small groups and 
enter into pastoral planning only in a secondary way. Involvement in the mass media, however, is not 
meant merely to strengthen the preaching of the Gospel. There is a deeper reality involved here: since 
the very evangelization of modern culture depends to a great extent on the influence of the media, it is 
not enough to use the media simply to spread the Christian message and the Church's authentic 
teaching. It is also necessary to integrate that message into the "new culture" created by modern 
communications. This is a complex issue, since the "new culture" originates not just from whatever 
content is eventually expressed, but from the very fact that there exist new ways of communicating, 
with new languages, new techniques and a new psychology. Pope Paul VI said that "the split between 
the Gospel and culture is undoubtedly the tragedy of our time,"62 and the field of communications fully 
confirms this judgment. 
 
There are many other forms of the "Areopagus" in the modern world toward which the Church's 
missionary activity ought to be directed; for example, commitment to peace, development and the 
liberation of peoples; the rights of individuals and peoples, especially those of minorities; the 
advancement of women and children; safeguarding the created world. These too are areas which need 
to be illuminated with the light of the Gospel. 
 
We must also mention the immense "Areopagus" of culture, scientific research, and international 
relations which promote dialogue and open up new possibilities. We would do well to be attentive to 
these modern areas of activity and to be involved in them. People sense that they are, as it were, 
traveling together across life's sea, and that they are called to ever greater unity and solidarity. Solutions 
to pressing problems must be studied, discussed and worked out with the involvement of all. That is 
why international organizations and meetings are proving increasingly important in many sectors of 
human life, from culture to politics, from the economy to research. Christians who live and work in this 
international sphere must always remember their duty to bear witness to the Gospel. 
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38. Our times are both momentous and fascinating. While on the one hand people seem to be pursuing 
material prosperity and to be sinking ever deeper into consumerism and materialism, on the other hand 
we are witnessing a desperate search for meaning, the need for an inner life, and a desire to learn new 
forms and methods of meditation and prayer. Not only in cultures with strong religious elements, but 
also in secularized societies, the spiritual dimension of life is being sought after as an antidote to 
dehumanization. This phenomenon-the so-called "religious revival"-is not without ambiguity, but it also 
represents an opportunity. The Church has an immense spiritual patrimony to offer humankind, a 
heritage in Christ, who called himself "the way, and the truth, and the life" (Jn 14:6): it is the Christian 
path to meeting God, to prayer, to asceticism, and to the search for life's meaning. Here too there is an 
"Areopagus" to be evangelized. 
 
The First Form of Evangelization Is Witness 
 
42. People today put more trust in witnesses than in teachers, in experience than in teaching, and in life 
and action than in theories. The witness of a Christian life is the first and irreplaceable form of mission: 
Christ, whose mission we continue, is the "witness" par excellence (Rv 1:5; 3:14) and the model of all 
Christian witness. The Holy Spirit accompanies the Church along her way and associates her with the 
witness he gives to Christ (cf. Jn 15:26-27). 
 
The first form of witness is the very life of the missionary, of the Christian family, and of the ecclesial 
community, which reveal a new way of living. The missionary who, despite all his or her human 
limitations and defects, lives a simple life, taking Christ as the model, is a sign of God and of 
transcendent realities. But everyone in the Church, striving to imitate the Divine Master, can and must 
bear this kind of witness; in many cases it is the only possible way of being a missionary. 
 
The evangelical witness which the world finds most appealing is that of concern for people, and of 
charity toward the poor, the weak and those who suffer. The complete generosity underlying this 
attitude and these actions stands in marked contrast to human selfishness. It raises precise questions 
which lead to God and to the Gospel. A commitment to peace, justice, human rights and human 
promotion is also a witness to the Gospel when it is a sign of concern for persons and is directed toward 
integral human development. 
 
The Initial Proclamation of Christ the Savior 
 
44. Proclamation is the permanent priority of mission. The Church cannot elude Christ's explicit 
mandate, nor deprive men and women of the "Good News" about their being loved and saved by God. 
"Evangelization will always contain-as the foundation, center and at the same time the summit of its 
dynamism-a clear proclamation that, in Jesus Christ...salvation is offered to all people, as a gift of God's 
grace and mercy." All forms of missionary activity are directed to this proclamation, which reveals and 
gives access to the mystery hidden for ages and made known in Christ (cf. Eph 3:3-9; Col 1:25-29), the 
mystery which lies at the heart of the Church's mission and life, as the hinge on which all 
evangelization turns. 
 
In the complex reality of mission, initial proclamation has a central and irreplaceable role, since it 
introduces man "into the mystery of the love of God, who invites him to enter into a personal 
relationship with himself in Christ" and opens the way to conversion. Faith is born of preaching, and 
every ecclesial community draws its origin and life from the personal response of each believer to that 
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preaching. Just as the whole economy of salvation has its center in Christ, so too all missionary activity is 
directed to the proclamation of his mystery. 
 
The subject of proclamation is Christ who was crucified, died and is risen: through him is accomplished 
our full and authentic liberation from evil, sin and death; through him God bestows "new life" that is 
divine and eternal. This is the "Good News" which changes man and his history, and which all peoples 
have a right to hear. This proclamation is to be made within the context of the lives of the individuals 
and peoples who receive it. It is to be made with an attitude of love and esteem toward those who hear 
it, in language which is practical and adapted to the situation. In this proclamation the Spirit is at work 
and establishes a communion between the missionary and his hearers, a communion which is possible 
inasmuch as both enter into communion with God the Father through Christ.75 
 
45. Proclamation, because it is made in union with the entire ecclesial community, is never a merely 
personal act. The missionary is present and carries out his work by virtue of a mandate he has received; 
even if he finds himself alone, he remains joined by invisible but profound bonds to the evangelizing 
activity of the whole Church. Sooner or later, his hearers come to recognize in him the community which 
sent him and which supports him. 
 
In proclaiming Christ to non-Christians, the missionary is convinced that, through the working of the 
Spirit, there already exists in individuals and peoples an expectation, even if an unconscious one, of 
knowing the truth about God, about man, and about how we are to be set free from sin and death. The 
missionary's enthusiasm in proclaiming Christ comes from the conviction that he is responding to that 
expectation, and so he does not become discouraged or cease his witness even when he is called to 
manifest his faith in an environment that is hostile or indifferent. He knows that the Spirit of the Father 
is speaking through him (cf. Mt 10:17-20; Lk 12:11-12) and he can say with the apostles: "We are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit" (Acts 5:32). He knows that he is not proclaiming a 
human truth, but the "word of God," which has an intrinsic and mysterious power of its own (cf. Rom 
1:16). 
 
The supreme test is the giving of one's life, to the point of accepting death in order to bear witness to 
one's faith in Jesus Christ. Throughout Christian history, martyrs, that is, "witnesses," have always been 
numerous and indispensable to the spread of the Gospel. In our own age, there are many: bishops, 
priests, men and women religious, lay people-often unknown heroes who give their lives to bear witness 
to the faith. They are par excellence the heralds and witnesses of the faith. 
 
Conversion and Baptism 
 
46. The proclamation of the Word of God has Christian conversion as its aim: a complete and sincere 
adherence to Christ and his Gospel through faith. Conversion is a gift of God, a work of the Blessed 
Trinity. It is the Spirit who opens people's hearts so that they can believe in Christ and "confess him'' (cf. 
1 Cor 12:3); of those who draw near to him through faith Jesus says: "No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws him" (Jn 6:44). 
 
From the outset, conversion is expressed in faith which is total and radical, and which neither limits nor 
hinders God's gift. At the same time, it gives rise to a dynamic and lifelong process which demands a 
continual turning away from "life according to the flesh" to "life according to the Spirit" (cf. Rom 8:3-13). 
Conversion means accepting, by a personal decision, the saving sovereignty of Christ and becoming his 
disciple. 
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The Church calls all people to this conversion, following the example of John the Baptist, who prepared 
the way for Christ by "preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins" (Mk 1:4), as well as 
the example of Christ himself, who "after John was arrested,...came into Galilee preaching the Gospel of 
God and saying: 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
Gospel'" (Mk 1:14-15). 
 
Nowadays the call to conversion which missionaries address to non-Christians is put into question or 
passed over in silence. It is seen as an act of "proselytizing"; it is claimed that it is enough to help 
people to become more human or more faithful to their own religion, that it is enough to build 
communities capable of working for justice, freedom, peace and solidarity. What is overlooked is that 
every person has the right to hear the "Good News" of the God who reveals and gives himself in 
Christ, so that each one can live out in its fullness his or her proper calling. This lofty reality is 
expressed in the words of Jesus to the Samaritan woman: "If you knew the gift of God," and in the 
unconscious but ardent desire of the woman: "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst" (Jn 4:10, 15). 
 
47. The apostles, prompted by the Spirit, invited all to change their lives, to be converted and to be 
baptized. Immediately after the event of Pentecost, Peter spoke convincingly to the crowd: "When they 
heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the Apostles, 'Brethren, what 
shall we do?' And Peter said to them, 'Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit'" (Acts 2:37-38). 
That very day some three thousand persons were baptized. And again, after the healing of the lame 
man, Peter spoke to the crowd and repeated: "Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be 
blotted out!" (Acts 3:19) 
 
All this needs to be said, since not a few people, precisely in those areas involved in the mission ad 
gentes, tend to separate conversion to Christ from Baptism, regarding Baptism as unnecessary.  
 
Dialogue with Our Brothers and Sisters of Other Religions 
 
55. Inter-religious dialogue is a part of the Church's evangelizing mission. Understood as a method and 
means of mutual knowledge and enrichment, dialogue is not in opposition to the mission ad gentes; 
indeed, it has special links with that mission and is one of its expressions. This mission, in fact, is 
addressed to those who do not know Christ and his Gospel, and who belong for the most part to other 
religions. In Christ, God calls all peoples to himself and he wishes to share with them the fullness of his 
revelation and love. He does not fail to make himself present in many ways, not only to individuals but 
also to entire peoples through their spiritual riches, of which their religions are the main and essential 
expression, even when they contain "gaps, insufficiencies and errors."98 All of this has been given ample 
emphasis by the Council and the subsequent Magisterium, without detracting in any way from the fact 
that salvation comes from Christ and that dialogue does not dispense from evangelization.99 
 
In the light of the economy of salvation, the Church sees no conflict between proclaiming Christ and 
engaging in interreligious dialogue. Instead, she feels the need to link the two in the context of her 
mission ad gentes. These two elements must maintain both their intimate connection and their 
distinctiveness; therefore they should not be confused, manipulated or regarded as identical, as 
though they were interchangeable. 
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All the Laity Are Missionaries by baptism 
 
71. Recent popes have stressed the importance of the role of the laity in missionary activity. In the 
Exhortation Christifideles Laici, I spoke explicitly of the Church's "permanent mission of bringing the 
Gospel to the multitudes - the millions and millions of men and women - who as yet do not know Christ 
the Redeemer of humanity," 1and of the responsibility of the lay faithful in this regard. The mission ad 
gentes is incumbent upon the entire People of God. Whereas the foundation of a new church requires 
the Eucharist and hence the priestly ministry, missionary activity, which is carried out in a wide variety 
of ways, is the task of all the Christian faithful. 
 
It is clear that from the very origins of Christianity, the laity - as individuals, families, and entire 
communities - shared in spreading the faith. Pope Pius XII recalled this fact in his first encyclical on the 
missions, in which he pointed out some instances of lay missions. In modern times, this active 
participation of lay men and women missionaries has not been lacking. How can we forget the 
important role played by women: their work in the family, in schools, in political, social and cultural life, 
and especially their teaching of Christian doctrine? Indeed, it is necessary to recognize - and it is a title of 
honor - that some churches owe their origins to the activity of lay men and women missionaries. 
 
The Second Vatican Council confirmed this tradition in its description of the missionary character of the 
entire People of God and of the apostolate of the laity in particular, emphasizing the specific 
contribution to missionary activity which they are called to make. The need for all the faithful to share in 
this responsibility is not merely a matter of making the apostolate more effective, it is a right and duty 
based on their baptismal dignity, whereby "the faithful participate, for their part, in the threefold 
mission of Christ as Priest, Prophet and King. Therefore, "they are bound by the general obligation and 
they have the right, whether as individuals or in associations, to strive so that the divine message of 
salvation may be known and accepted by all people throughout the world. This obligation is all the 
more insistent in circumstances in which only through them are people able to hear the Gospel and to 
know Christ." Furthermore, because of their secular character, they especially are called "to seek the 
kingdom of God by engaging in temporal affairs and ordering these in accordance with the will of 
God." 
 
72. The sphere in which lay people are present and active as missionaries is very extensive. "Their own 
field...is the vast and complicated world of politics, society and economics..." on the local, national and 
international levels. Within the Church, there are various types of services, functions, ministries and 
ways of promoting the Christian life. I call to mind, as a new development occurring in many churches 
in recent times, the rapid growth of "ecclesial movements" filled with missionary dynamism. When 
these movements humbly seek to become part of the life of local churches and are welcomed by 
bishops and priests within diocesan and parish structures, they represent a true gift of God both for new 
evangelization and for missionary activity properly so-called. I therefore recommend that they be 
spread, and that they be used to give fresh energy, especially among young people, to the Christian life 
and to evangelization, within a pluralistic view of the ways in which Christians can associate and express 
themselves. 
 
Within missionary activity, the different forms of the lay apostolate should be held in esteem, with 
respect for their nature and aims. Lay missionary associations, international Christian volunteer 
organizations, ecclesial movements, groups and solidarities of different kinds - all these should be 
involved in the mission ad gentes as cooperators with the local churches. In this way the growth of a 
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mature and responsible laity will be fostered, a laity whom the younger churches are recognizing as "an 
essential and undeniable element in the plantatio Ecclesiae." 
 
77. Since they are members of the Church by virtue of their Baptism, all Christians share responsibility 
for missionary activity. "Missionary cooperation" is the expression used to describe the sharing by 
communities and individual Christians in this right and duty. 
 
Missionary cooperation is rooted and lived, above all, in personal union with Christ. Only if we are 
united to him as the branches to the vine (cf. Jn 15:5) can we produce good fruit. Through holiness of life 
every Christian can become a fruitful part of the Church's mission. The Second Vatican Council invited all 
"to a profound interior renewal, so that having a lively awareness of their personal responsibility for the 
spreading of the Gospel, they may play their part in missionary work among the nations."166 
 
Sharing in the universal mission therefore is not limited to certain specific activities, but is the sign of 
maturity in faith and of a Christian life that bears fruit. In this way, individual believers extend the reach 
of their charity and show concern for those both far and near. They pray for the missions and missionary 
vocations. They help missionaries and follow their work with interest. And when missionaries return, 
they welcome them with the same joy with which the first Christian communities heard from the 
apostles the marvelous things which God had wrought through their preaching (cf. Acts 14:27). 
 
Prayer and Sacrifice for Missionaries 
 
78. Among the forms of sharing, first place goes to spiritual cooperation through prayer, sacrifice and 
the witness of Christian life. Prayer should accompany the journey of missionaries so that the 
proclamation of the word will be effective through God's grace. In his Letters, St. Paul often asks the 
faithful to pray for him so that he might proclaim the Gospel with confidence and conviction. Prayer 
needs to be accompanied by sacrifice. The redemptive value of suffering, accepted and offered to God 
with love, derives from the sacrifice of Christ himself, who calls the members of his Mystical Body to 
share in his sufferings, to complete them in their own flesh (cf. Col 1:24). The sacrifice of missionaries 
should be shared and accompanied by the sacrifices of all the faithful. I therefore urge those engaged in 
the pastoral care of the sick to teach them about the efficacy of suffering, and to encourage them to 
offer their sufferings to God for missionaries. By making such an offering, the sick themselves become 
missionaries, as emphasized by a number of movements which have sprung up among them and for 
them. The solemnity of Pentecost - the beginning of the Church's mission - is celebrated in some 
communities as a "Day of Suffering for the Missions." 
 
86. If we look at today's world, we are struck by many negative factors that can lead to pessimism. But 
this feeling is unjustified: we have faith in God our Father and Lord, in his goodness and mercy. As the 
third millennium of the redemption draws near, God is preparing a great springtime for Christianity, and 
we can already see its first signs. In fact, both in the non-Christian world and in the traditionally Christian 
world, people are gradually drawing closer to gospel ideals and values, a development which the Church 
seeks to encourage. Today in fact there is a new consensus among peoples about these values: the 
rejection of violence and war; respect for the human person and for human rights; the desire for 
freedom, justice and brotherhood; the surmounting of different forms of racism and nationalism; the 
affirmation of the dignity and role of women. 
 
88. An essential characteristic of missionary spirituality is intimate communion with Christ. We cannot 
understand or carry out the mission unless we refer it to Christ as the one who was sent to evangelize. 
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St. Paul describes Christ's attitude: "Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross" (Phil 2:5-8). 
 
The mystery of the Incarnation and Redemption is thus described as a total self-emptying which leads 
Christ to experience fully the human condition and to accept totally the Father's plan. This is an 
emptying of self which is permeated by love and expresses love. The mission follows this same path 
and leads to the foot of the cross. 
 
The missionary is required to "renounce himself and everything that up to this point he considered as 
his own, and to make himself everything to everyone." This he does by a poverty which sets him free 
for the Gospel, overcoming attachment to the people and things about him, so that he may become a 
brother to those to whom he is sent and thus bring them Christ the Savior. This is the goal of missionary 
spirituality: "To the weak I became weak...; I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means 
save some. I do it all for the sake of the Gospel..." (1 Cor 9:22-23). 
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Appendix 3: Excerpts from Evangelii Gaudium 

Attitude of the Evangelist: Consequently, an evangelizer must never look like someone who 
has just come back from a funeral! Let us recover and deepen our enthusiasm, that “delightful 
and comforting joy of evangelizing, even when it is in tears that we must sow… And may the 
world of our time, which is searching, sometimes with anguish, sometimes with hope, be 
enabled to receive the good news not from evangelizers who are dejected, discouraged, 
impatient or anxious, but from ministers of the Gospel whose lives glow with fervour, who have 
first received the joy of Christ” (10) 

Methods of the New Evangelization – who we need to reach: 

15. (1) In first place, we can mention the area of ordinary pastoral ministry, which is “animated 
by the fire of the Spirit, so as to inflame the hearts of the faithful who regularly take part in 
community worship and gather on the Lord’s day to be nourished by his word and by the bread 
of eternal life”. In this category we can also include those members of faithful who preserve a 
deep and sincere faith, expressing it in different ways, but seldom taking part in worship. 
Ordinary pastoral ministry seeks to help believers to grow spiritually so that they can respond 
to God’s love ever more fully in their lives. 

(2) A second area is that of “the baptized whose lives do not reflect the demands of Baptism”, 
who lack a meaningful relationship to the Church and no longer experience the consolation 
born of faith. The Church, in her maternal concern, tries to help them experience a conversion 
which will restore the joy of faith to their hearts and inspire a commitment to the Gospel. 

(3) Lastly, we cannot forget that evangelization is first and foremost about preaching the Gospel 
to those who do not know Jesus Christ or who have always rejected him . Many of them are 
quietly seeking God, led by a yearning to see his face, even in countries of ancient Christian 
tradition. All of them have a right to receive the Gospel. Christians have the duty to proclaim 
the Gospel without excluding anyone. Instead of seeming to impose new obligations, they 
should appear as people who wish to share their joy, who point to a horizon of beauty and who 
invite others to a delicious banquet. It is not by proselytizing that the Church grows, but “by 
attraction”. 

Dignity & a throw away culture where people are used and things are loved instead of the 
other way around. 

Human beings are themselves considered consumer goods to be used and then discarded. We 
have created a “throw away” culture which is now spreading. It is no longer simply about 
exploitation and oppression, but something new. Exclusion ultimately has to do with what it 
means to be a part of the society in which we live; those excluded are no longer society’s 
underside or its fringes or its disenfranchised – they are no longer even a part of it. The 
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excluded are not the “exploited” but the outcast, the “leftovers”… man is reduced to one of his 
needs alone: consumption. (54) 

Grace & Evangelizing 

The salvation which God offers us is the work of his mercy. No human efforts, however good 
they may be, can enable us to merit so great a gift. God, by his sheer grace, draws us to himself 
and makes us one with him. He sends his Spirit into our hearts to make us his children, 
transforming us and enabling us to respond to his love by our lives. The Church is sent by Jesus 
Christ as the sacrament of the salvation offered by God. Through her evangelizing activity, she 
cooperates as an instrument of that divine grace which works unceasingly and inscrutably. 
Benedict XVI put it nicely at the beginning of the Synod’s reflections: “It is important always to 
know that the first word, the true initiative, the true activity comes from God and only by 
inserting ourselves into the divine initiative, only begging for this divine initiative, shall we too 
be able to become – with him and in him – evangelizers”. This principle of the primacy of grace 
must be a beacon which constantly illuminates our reflections on evangelization. (112) 

All are called to evangelize 

120. In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have become missionary 
disciples (cf. Mt 28:19). All the baptized, what ever their position in the Church or their level of 
instruction in the faith, are agents of evangelization, and it would be insufficient to envisage a 
plan of evangelization to be carried out by professionals while the rest of the faithful would 
simply be passive recipients. The new evangelization calls for personal involvement on the part 
of each of the baptized. Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to be actively engaged in 
evangelization; indeed, anyone who has truly experienced God’s saving love does not need 
much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love. Every Christian is a missionary 
to the extent that he or she has encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus: we no longer say 
that we are “disciples” and “missionaries”, but rather that we are always “missionary disciples”. 
If we are not convinced, let us look at those first disciples, who, immediately after encountering 
the gaze of Jesus, went forth to proclaim him joyfully: “We have found the Messiah!” (Jn 1:41). 
The Samaritan woman became a missionary immediately after speaking with Jesus and many 
Samaritans come to believe in him “because of the woman’s testimony” (Jn 4:39). So too, Saint 
Paul, after his encounter with Jesus Christ, “immediately proclaimed Jesus” (Acts 9:20; cf. 22:6-
21). So what are we waiting for? 

Training is Still Important 

121. Of course, all of us are called to mature in our work as evangelizers. We want to have 
better training, a deepening love and a clearer witness to the Gospel. In this sense, we ought to 
let others be constantly evangelizing us. But this does not mean that we should postpone the 
evangelizing mission; rather, each of us should find ways to communicate Jesus wherever we 
are. All of us are called to offer others an explicit witness to the saving love of the Lord, who 
despite our imperfections offers us his closeness, his word and his strength, and gives meaning 



SPSE | 120  
 

to our lives. In your heart you know that it is not the same to live without him; what you have 
come to realize, what has helped you to live and given you hope, is what you also need to 
communicate to others. Our falling short of perfection should be no excuse; on the contrary, 
mission is a constant stimulus not to remain mired in mediocrity but to continue growing. The 
witness of faith that each Christian is called to offer leads us to say with Saint Paul: “Not that I 
have already obtained this,or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own” (Phil 3:12-13). 

Francis promotes street evangelization 

How beautiful it is to see that young people are “street preachers” (callejeros de la fe), joyfully 
bringing Jesus to every street, every town square and every corner of the earth! (106) 

Today, as the Church seeks to experience a profound missionary renewal, there is a kind of 
preaching which falls to each of us as a daily responsibility. It has to do with bringing the Gospel 
to the people we meet, whether they be our neighbours or complete strangers. This is the 
informal preaching which takes place in the middle of a conversation, something along the lines 
of what a missionary does when visiting a home. Being a disciple means being constantly ready 
to bring the love of Jesus to others, and this can happen unexpectedly and in any place: In the 
street, in a city square, during work, on a journey. (127) 

Listen first then share the kerygma.  

128. In this preaching, which is always respectful and gentle, the first step is personal dialogue, 
when the other person speaks and shares his or her joys, hopes and concerns for loved ones, or 
so many other heartfelt needs. Only afterwards is it possible to bring up God’s word, perhaps 
by reading a Bible verse or relating a story, but always keeping in mind the fundamental 
message: the personal love of God who became man, who gave himself up for us, who is living 
and who offers us his salvation and his friendship. 

So that we can turn the culture back to God. 

“If the Gospel is embedded in a culture, the message is no longer transmitted solely from 
person to person.” (129) 

The Kerygma is the heart of evangelization activity: 

“164. In catechesis too, we have rediscovered the fundamental role of the first announcement 
or kerygma, which needs to be the centre of all evangelizing activity and all efforts at Church 
renewal. The kerygma is trinitarian. 
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This proclamation has an immediate moral impact on society 

177. The kerygma has a clear social content: at the very heart of the Gospel is life in community 
and engagement with others. The content of the first proclamation has an immediate moral 
implication centered on charity. 

Thus we have solidarity with the poor, which is a bottom up (subsidiarity) proposition. (189) 

“For the Church, the option for the poor is primarily a theological category rather than a 
cultural, sociological, political or philosophical one. God shows the poor “his first mercy”. This 
divine preference has consequences for the faith life of all Christians, since we are called to 
have “this mind… which was in Jesus Christ” (Phil 2:5). Inspired by this, the Church has made an 
option for the poor which is understood as a “special form of primacy in the exercise of 
Christian charity, to which the whole tradition of the Church bears witness”. This option – as 
Benedict XVI has taught – “is implicit in our Christian faith in a God who became poor for us, so 
as to enrich us with his poverty”. This is why I want a Church which is poor and for the poor. 
They have much to teach us. Not only do they share in the sensus fidei , but in their difficulties 
they know the suffering Christ. We need to let ourselves be evangelized by them. The new 
evangelization is an invitation to acknowledge the saving power at work in their lives and to put 
them at the centre of the Church’s pilgrim way. We are called to find Christ in them, to lend our 
voice to their causes, but also to be their friends, to listen to them, to speak for them and to 
embrace the mysterious wisdom which God wishes to share with us through them. 

199. Our commitment does not consist exclusively in activities or programmes of promotion 
and assistance; what the Holy Spirit mobilizes is not an unruly activism, but above all an 
attentiveness which considers the other “in a certain sense as one with ourselves.” (Good of 
others) 

You can’t preach what you don’t have. 

It is impossible to persevere in a fervent evangelization unless we are convinced from personal 
experience that it is not the same thing to have known Jesus as not to have known him, not the 
same thing to walk with him as to walk blindly, not the same thing to hear his word as not to 
know it, and not the same thing to contemplate him, to worship him, to find our peace in him, 
as not to. It is not the same thing to try to build the world with his Gospel as to try to do so by 
our own lights. We know well that with Jesus life becomes richer and that with him it is easier 
to find meaning in everything. This is why we evangelize. A true missionary, who never ceases 
to be a disciple, knows that Jesus walks with him, speaks to him, breathes with him, works with 
him. He senses Jesus alive with him in the midst of the missionary enterprise. Unless we see 
him present at the heart of our missionary commitment, our enthusiasm soon wanes and we 
are no longer sure of what it is that we are handing on; we lack vigour and passion. A person 
who is not convinced, enthusiastic, certain and in love, will convince nobody. (266) 
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We cannot stop being missionaries. 

My mission of being in the heart of the people is not just a part of my life or a badge I can take 
off; it is not an “extra” or just another moment in life. Instead, it is something I cannot uproot 
from my being without destroying my very self. (273) 

274. If we are to share our lives with others and generously give of ourselves, we also have to 
realize that every person is worthy of our giving. Not for their physical appearance, their 
abilities, their language, their way of thinking, or for any satisfaction that we might receive, but 
rather because they are God’s handiwork, his creation. God created that person in his image, 
and he or she reflects something of God’s glory. Every human being is the object of God’s 
infinite tenderness, and he himself is present in their lives. Jesus offered his precious blood on 
the cross for that person. Appearances notwithstanding, every person is immensely holy and 
deserves our love. Consequently, if I can help at least one person to have a better life, that 
already justifies the offering of my life. It is a wonderful thing to be God’s faithful people. We 
achieve fulfilment when we break down walls and our heart is filled with faces and names 
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Appendix 4: Other Ridiculously Awesome Quotes We Did 

Not Have Time to Get To on the New Evangelization 
 

“It may come as a surprise to many that the New Evangelization is directed first and foremost 
to those who are already baptized. Perhaps many think that we are going to set out to 
“evangelize” right away what many here in western Oregon have been referring to as the 
“nones,” i.e. those who profess no Church affiliation. These are those who may consider 
themselves “spiritual” but who would answer “none” on a form asking for their religious 
affiliation.” Archbishop Alexander Sample 
 
“Discipleship leads to evangelization. Mature disciples become disciple-makers. They become 
missionary disciples … this is the vision I set before you today: Go make disciples!” Archbishop 
Paul Coakley 
 
“It’s key that we Catholics, both clergy and laity, go out to meet the people,” This is “not only 
because her mission is to announce the Gospel, but because failing to do so harms us. … A 
Church that limits herself to administering parish work, that lives enclosed within a community, 
experiences what someone in prison does: physical and mental atrophy.” Pope Francis  
 
“…in countries with ancient Christian roots, and occasionally in the younger Churches as well, 
where entire groups of the baptized have lost a living sense of the faith, or even no longer 
consider themselves members of the Church, and live a life far removed from Christ and his 
Gospel. In this case what is needed is a "new evangelization" or a "re-evangelization." 
Redemptoris Missio, 33 
 
“The New Evangelization does not seek to invite people to experience only one moment of 
conversion, but rather to experience the gradual and lifelong process of conversion: to draw all 
people into a deeper relationship with God, to participate in the sacramental life of the Church, 
to develop a mature conscience… and to integrate one’s faith into all aspects of one’s life.” The 
US bishops, Disciples called to Witness 
 
“Until we have encountered Jesus at a deep and personal level, at a heart level, our 
engagement in the life of his bride, the Church, will remain quite limited. Jesus calls us his 
friends. Friendship is built on communicating with one another. Prayer is communicating and so 
we need to pray.” Bishop Boyea 
 
“Knowledge of the content of faith alone is never a substitute for the experience of a personal 
encounter with the Lord.” - Pope Benedict XVI, Ad Limina Address to Mexican Bishops. 
 
“The mission of proclaiming the word of God is the task of all of the disciples of Jesus Christ 
based on their baptism. No believer in Christ can feel dispensed from this responsibility.” 
Verbum Domini, Pope Benedict XVI 
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“Since the entire People of God is a people which has been “sent”, the Synod reaffirmed that 
“the mission of proclaiming the word of God is the task of all of the disciples of Jesus Christ 
based on their Baptism”. No believer in Christ can feel dispensed from this responsibility which 
comes from the fact of our sacramentally belonging to the Body of Christ. A consciousness of 
this must be revived in every family, parish, community, association and ecclesial movement. 
The Church, as a mystery of communion, is thus entirely missionary, and everyone, according to 
his or her proper state in life, is called to give an incisive contribution to the proclamation of 
Christ.” - Verbum Domini 94 
 
"Your great task in evangelization is therefore to propose a personal relationship with Christ                                                        
as key to complete fulfillment" - Pope Benedict XVI 
 
"The power that changes the world and transforms it into the Kingdom of God, in silence and 
without fanfare, is faith - and prayer is the expression of faith. When faith is filled with love for 
God, recognized as a good and just Father, prayer becomes persevering, insistent, it becomes a 
groan of the spirit, a cry of the soul that penetrates God's Heart. Thus, prayer becomes the 
greatest transforming power in the world." - Pope Benedict XVI 
 
"Evangelization is at the heart of the mission of the church. Evangelization is not something the 
church does alongside other things. Really, everything the church does, whether it is 
proclaiming or teaching the word, celebrating the sacraments or engaging in works of charity 
and education, everything is a proclamation of Christ. Everything should converge on helping 
the people of our times to open their hearts to Christ and to the gospel and...to let that become 
who they are, how they think, what they do..." - Bishop Lori 
 
"Faith is always personal but never private. And it involves more than prayer at home and Mass 
on Sunday—although these things are vitally important. Real faith always bears fruit in public 
witness and public action. Otherwise it’s just empty words." - Archbishop Charles Chaput: 
 
“If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will save it.” Luke 9: 23-24 
 
“Beloved, do not be surprised that a trial by fire is occurring among you, as if something strange 
were happening to you. But rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings of Christ, so 
that when his glory is revealed you may also rejoice exultantly. If you are insulted for the name 
of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you… whoever is made 
to suffer as a Christian should not be ashamed but glorify God because of the name.” 1 Peter 
4:12-16 
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Appendix 5: Recommended Reading 

There are so many more books to recommend, but here are a few of our favorites. 

1. The Holy Bible: RSV-CE, 2nd Edition  
2. The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible 
3. Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture by Baker Academic 
4. The New Catholic Answer Bible 
5. The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2nd Edition 
6. How to Win Friends and Influence People by Dale Carnegie 
7. Theology for Beginners by Frank Sheed 
8. Map of Life: A Simple Study of the Catholic Faith by Frank Sheed 
9. The Fathers of the Church: Expanded Edition by Mike Aquilina 
10. The Soul of the Apostolate by Jean-Baptiste Chautard 
11. Forming Intentional Disciples by Sherry Weddell 
12. A Father Who Keeps His Promises by Scott Hahn 
13. You Can Understand the Bible by Peter Kreeft 
14. Prayer for Beginners by Peter Kreeft 
15. Catholicism by Robert Barron 
16. Life Is Worth Living by Fulton J. Sheen 
17. Life of Christ by Fulton J. Sheen 
18. The Seven Big Myths about the Catholic Church by Christopher Kaczor 
19. The Essential Catholic Survival Guide by Catholic Answers 
20. How to Defend Your Faith Without Raising Your Voice by Austen Ivereigh 
21. Where We Got the Bible by Henry G. Graham 
22. Theology and Sanity by Frank Sheed 
23. Beginner Apologetics Super Set by Frank Chacon and Jim Burnham 
24. Reasons to Believe by Scott Hahn 
25. Hail, Holy Queen & The Lamb’s Supper by Scott Hahn 
26. Faith of the Fathers (3 Volumes) by William A. Jurgens 
27. Radio Replies by Leslie Rumble and Charles Mortimer Carty 
28. Catholic Source Book by Peter Klein 
29. Handbook of Christian Apologetics by Peter Kreeft and Ronald K. Tacelli 
30. What Catholics Really Believe by Karl Keating 
31. A Biblical Defense of Catholicism by Dave Armstrong 
32. 100 Biblical Arguments Against Sola Scriptura by Dave Armstrong 
33. One-Minute Apologist by Dave Armstrong 
34. The Catholic Verses by Dave Armstrong 
35. In Soft Garments: Classic Catholic Apologetics by Ronald Knox 
36. Catholicism and Reason by Edward J. Hayes, Paul J. Hayes, and James J.  Drummey 
37. What We Can’t Not Know by J. Budziszewski 
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Supporting Membership 
 

Become a supporting member of  
St. Paul Street Evangelization! 

www.streetevangelization.com/members 

 
Similar organizations charge local chapters $500 annually, 
but St. Paul Street Evangelization supports its local chapters 
for free. Because of this, we need many Catholics to give a 
little each month. Help us take the Catholic faith to the 
streets by signing up as a supporting member!   

 
Supporting members pledge a small monthly donation to help fund our apostolate on the national and 
international levels. As our thanks to you, you get full access to: 
 

 Our training website and certification courses, which update monthly;  

 Recordings of live trainings filmed during conferences;  

 All of our pamphlets in PDF format for you to print out and distribute at no charge;  and 

 Any other resources given to our team leaders around the world.  
 
Your contributions will be well spent. Pray that our world be converted to Christ and His Church. 

 

Name  ________________________________________________________________________ 
Chapter Name (if applicable)  ______________________________________________________ 
Street Address __________________________________________________________ 
City   ______________________________  State  ______ Zip ____________________ 
 
Monthly Pledge Amount:  $5 $10 $15 $25 $50  Other $_______    
Yearly Pledge Amount: $50 $100 $250 $500 $1000  Other $_______ 
One Time Gift Amount:  $50 $100 $250 $500 $1000  Other $_______ 
 
Credit Card:  Visa or Master Card (Circle one) 
Credit card number:   ___________________________________________________ 
Name as it appears on card:  ___________________________________________________ 
Card exp. date:  ___ / _____ 
Signature:  __________________________________  Date: _____________________ 
Phone:  __________________________________ E-mail: _____________________ 
 

Mail form to: 
St. Paul Street Evangelization 
1221 Bowers, No. 1665 
Birmingham, MI 48012 
(248) 410-6698  

Thank you for your gift!  

You can also sign up to become a supporting 

member online at:

www.streetevangelization.com/members 
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